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THE VIEW FROM THE PEW 
by Pastor Jeff Hatch 

Equality 

“We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that 

all Men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are 

Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness—-

That to secure these Rights, Governments 

are instituted among Men, deriving their just 

Powers from the Consent of the Governed, 

that whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the 

Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 

and to institute new Government, laying its 

Foundation on such Principles, and 

organizing its Powers in such Form, as to 

them shall seem most likely to effect their 

Safety and Happiness.”  

It was with these words from the beginning 

of the Declaration of Independence that 

our fore-parents stated to the world that we 

were declaring our independence from 

England. What followed were years of war, 

strife, sacrifice, bravery, defeats, and 

eventually victory.  

This 4th of July we celebrate 250 years of 

living by the principles that all are created 

equal. That has been tested numerous times 

over the centuries, including a War 

between the States, but it also has included 

many a civil rights march, new laws, and 

even amendments to our Constitution. We 

began with an idea of what this new 

country aspired to, and have struggled to 

bring that into better focus for two and half 

centuries. 

That focusing has been attempted by many 

pathways. Have you or someone in your 

family: 

• served in the military?  

• served in government (including law 

enforcement, teaching, on a city or 

county board, etc.)? 

• worked or volunteered for a charitable 

organization? 

• worked in a business that benefited 

others or made the world a better place 

to live in? 

• worked as an engineer or in construction 

helping build something worthwhile? 

• worked in a science that pushed the 

boundaries of human knowledge to new 

heights? 

• worked in the service industry? 

If so, then you have been a part of this 

country’s striving to live up to its aspirations. 

Jesus tells us the Parable of the Talents in 

Matthew 25, where a farmsteader gives 

three of his farmhands money to put to use 

while he’s away for awhile. He fires the one 

who hides and wastes his talent (a rather 

large sum of money), but praises and 

promotes the other two who invest and put 

to good use the talents given to them. And 

that’s one of the reasons our country is 

great:  so many have come from all over 

the world to this land of opportunity and put 

our talents to good use.  

So may we celebrate the accomplishments 

of our country, and may the Lord bless us all 

in putting our talents to good use in ways 

that our Maker will be proud of. God has 

blessed America – may those blessings 

never be taken for granted as we move into 

the years ahead. 
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INTERIM PASTOR SEARCH UPDATE 

The Pastoral Search 

Steering Committee 

continues to meet 

regularly to support our 

congregation’s pulpit 

and pastoral needs. We are pleased to 

share that we completed the required 

Ministry Profile and the Interim Minister 

position has now been posted through the 

Church Leadership Connection. We are 

now receiving and reviewing resumes for 

the Interim Minister role. The committee 

expects to begin interviewing candidates 

and will continue to provide updates as the 

process moves forward. 

Congregants are encouraged to share 

feedback or questions with any member of 

the Pastoral Search Steering Committee: 

   • Berwin Guttormsen • Sue Craig 

   • Sandra Whitehill • Julie Heinsohn 

   • Sue Stoia  • Tammy Ciok 

We are grateful for the guest preachers who 

have blessed us in recent months and invite 

ordained elders to consider helping with 

pulpit supply. If interested, please contact 

the church office to discuss availability and 

worship-planning details. 

Blessings, 

Pastoral Search Steering Committee 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; 

search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you. 

For everyone who asks receives, 

and everyone who searches finds, 

and for everyone who knocks, 

the door will be opened. 

Matthew 7:7-8 

 
Pastor Jeff Hatch & Bob DiSogra 

June 7, 2026 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Your prayer requests are 

important. Please call or 

email the church office 

during the week to let us 

know of any requests for 

prayer you have. If you have a prayer 

request on Sunday morning, please use the 

Prayer Cards in the narthex to write out your 

requests. A greeter or usher can assist you 

with any questions you may have. Thank 

you for helping us stay on top of your prayer 

requests. 

A QUIET MOMENT 

Please check out our growing library of 

devotional reflections shared by members 

and friends of the FPC church family. Each 

devotion offers a brief moment of pause—

pairing scripture with music to create space 

for reflection, encouragement, and 

renewal during the week. 

 

Scan the QR code to visit the 

A Quiet Moment 

devotional library. 
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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

Stay Connected with 

First Presbyterian Church of Freehold! 

Want to stay up to date with the life of our 

church? “Liking” our Facebook page is a 

simple way to stay informed, inspired, and 

connected all week long! When you follow 

us on Facebook, you’ll enjoy: 

   Photos from recent church events 

and activities 

   Reminders about upcoming services 

and special programs 

   Clips from worship services and 

sermons 

   Music highlights from our talented 

musicians 

   A chance to connect with your 

church family throughout the week 

 

   How to Like Our Page: 

1. Open Facebook on your phone or 

computer 

2. Search for: First Presbyterian Church 

of Freehold 

3. Click on our church’s name in the 

search results 

4. Click the "Like" button (thumbs up 

icon) near the top of the page 

5. Click "Follow" to see our updates in 

your News Feed 

Let’s continue to grow our online 

community and to share the love and life 

of our church with each other. 

Like us today! 

ONLINE GIVING 

The Vanco Online eGiving platform is in the 

process of changing their web address for 

the donation form, and a redirect has been 

put in place from the old page to the new 

one.  Vanco will let us know soon what the 

new web address will be so that our online 

donation portal can be updated on the 

FPC website. You can also use the QR code 

to automatically connect to our church's 

Vanco online portal. 

 
Scan the QR code to visit the First 

Presbyterian Church of Freehold 

donation page. 

 

If you have any questions, please speak 

with Bill Canning. You can also contact the 

church office for assistance. 

PER CAPITA 

Every Presbyterian Church is asked to make 

an annual contribution to its local 

presbytery, based on the number of 

members in the congregation. This 

donation is called a per capita offering. 

For the 2026-2027 budget year (July 1, 2026 

to June 30, 2027) the per capita amount is 

$42 per FPC member. Per capita 

contributions may be made during the 

offering at Sunday worship, mailed to the 

church office, or online through the FPC 

website. Please indicate that your 

contribution is for per capita. 

To our members, thank you in advance for 

making this extra contribution to cover your 

per capita for our 2026-2027 budget year. 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

Our one-year Capital Campaign began on 

June 14, 2026, with a fundraising goal of 

$150,000. These funds will be dedicated 

exclusively to the maintenance and repair 

needs of our beautiful, historic church as 

well as our Christian Education building. 

To those who have already made a pledge, 

thank you! If you haven’t yet pledged to the 

Capital Campaign, please prayerfully 

consider doing so. Every gift, large or small, 

helps strengthen our church for today and 

for future generations. 

 

Completed pledge cards should be given 

to Bill Canning or mailed to the church 

office. 

 
First Presbyterian Church of Freehold 

Brinckerhoff Ave view 

For nearly 200 years, our church has thrived 

because of the love of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

and because of the love, hard work and 

financial support of its congregants. Thank 

you for all that you do to help keep this 

beautiful house of worship in working order 

and a welcoming place to all. We will 

continue to provide updates as the Capital 

Campaign progresses. 

 
First Presbyterian Church of Freehold 

West Main Street view 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

"Start children off on the right path. 

And even when they are old, 

they will not turn away from it." 

Proverbs 22:6 

During the summer months, there will be a 

children's message during Sunday worship 

and the nursery will be open. 

Sunday School will resume in September. 

More to come regarding the upcoming 

2026-2027 Sunday School program. 

Hope to see you and your children in 

church this summer! 

Peace and Blessings, 

Christian Education Commission 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Diane will be on vacation 

July 20th through July 27th. 

Currently, assistance is 

needed with covering 

the church office on July 22nd, July 24th and 

July 27th. 

Tasks include answering the telephone, 

responding to emails and reviewing 

incoming mail. If you are able to help with 

this, please call or email the church office. 

Thank you for your support. It is very much 

appreciated. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DOT! 

Happy 100th birthday to Dorothy Crotchfelt! 

 
100 & Fabulous 

Dorothy Crotchfelt – June 28, 2026 

On June 28th, Dot celebrated her 100th 

birthday. Family and friends were there to 

celebrate, and a good time was had by all! 
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THE SECRET LANGUAGE OF BELLS 

Listen carefully. 

A church bell rings across town.  

Without seeing the church or speaking to 

anyone, you already understand its 

message. 

Wedding bells announce a joyful 

celebration. A funeral toll invites us to pause 

and remember. A school bell signals the 

beginning or end of the day. For thousands 

of years, bells have been communicating 

with us—not with words, but with messages 

that people instinctively understand. 

Perhaps that's because bells do more than 

simply make sound—they carry meaning. 

Long before telephones, radios, or text 

messages, the ringing of a bell could gather 

a community, mark an important moment, 

celebrate a joyful occasion, or even warn 

of danger. No explanation was needed. 

People understood the message. 

Maybe bells have been speaking a secret 

language all along. 

Let's discover what they've been saying for 

centuries. 

 

Where did this secret language begin? 

More than 4,000 years ago, bells were 

already being used to gather people 

together, mark important occasions, 

celebrate joyful events, and even sound 

warnings in times of danger. As bells quickly 

spread around the world, they became 

trusted messengers, announcing the 

rhythms of daily life to countless 

communities. 

The Bells Speak. 

What gives a bell its distinctive voice? The 

answer lies in both its material and its design. 

For centuries, bells have been cast from 

bronze, a blend of copper and tin that gives 

each bell its rich, unmistakable voice.  Each 

bell is carefully shaped to ring at its own 

specific pitch. Small bells sing with bright, 

cheerful voices, while larger bells resonate 

with deep, majestic tones. Whether heard 

from a church tower or held in the palm of 

a hand, every bell has its own unique 

voice—and together, they continue 

speaking the remarkable language of bells. 

 

What Have Bells Been Saying 

All These Years? 

So what have bells been saying all these 

years? 

Through the centuries, bells have carried 

many different messages. They have called 

communities together, marked the passing 

of time, celebrated life's happiest moments, 

honored lives that have come to an end, 

welcomed visitors, sounded alarms in times 

of danger, and announced occasions of 

great importance. Though their voices may 

differ from one culture to another, their 

purpose has remained remarkably 

consistent—to bring people together and 

remind us that something worth noticing is 

taking place. 

But bells do more than announce events; 

they also stir emotions. The cheerful ring of 

sleigh bells reminds us of Christmas. The 

gentle sound of grazing cattle evokes 

peaceful countryside mornings. The deep 
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toll of a church bell invites quiet reflection. 

Across cultures and throughout history, bells 

have spoken not only to our ears, but also 

to our hearts. 

 

The Bells Still Speak Today. 

The secret language of bells lives on at First 

Presbyterian Church. 

Every time our handbell choir rings in 

worship, they continue a tradition that has 

connected communities for thousands of 

years. Each ringer contributes just a few 

notes, but together they create music that 

speaks to our hearts in a language 

everyone can understand. 

So, listen carefully. The bells may be 

speaking to you. 

If you've ever wondered what it would be 

like to become part of this centuries-old 

tradition, we'd love to welcome you to one 

of our rehearsals. 

John Cavicchio 

Director of Music 

Telephone: 732-558-7525 

Email: cavicchiojohn@gmail.com 

 
Bell Ringers join with the Chancel Choir 

Easter Sunday – April 5, 2026 

 

Youth Bells Rehearsal 

June 7, 2026 

 

 

mailto:cavicchiojohn@gmail.com


 

 

9 
The Presbyterian 

THE PRESBYTERIAN 

THE PRESBYTERIAN SEAL 
By Susan L. Croft 

Recently one of our guest pastors 

mentioned the symbolism of the 

Presbyterian Seal during worship. Our 

current seal was first presented in 1985, as a 

symbol of the newly reunited Presbyterian 

Church USA. 

 
The PC(USA) Seal 

The largest and central symbol is the cross.  

This reminds us of the crucifixion of Jesus and 

His ultimate triumph over death.  The cross is 

perhaps the most widely recognized symbol 

of Christianity, with over 400 versions.  In 

keeping with Presbyterian tradition, the 

Celtic cross is used. 

At the top of the cross is the figure of a dove 

representing peace, purity and the Holy 

Spirit.  The dove brought back an olive leaf 

to Noah after the great flood, letting him 

know the waters had subsided.  All four 

gospels tell of Jesus’ baptism by John the 

Baptism and a dove descending. 

Imagine the dove without wings and our 

next symbol is apparent-the fish.  To avoid 

persecution, early Christians identified 

themselves by wearing a carved fish 

around their neck or by drawing part of a 

fish in the sand, leaving the other party to 

complete it. The fish is used in accounts of 

the old and new testaments such as Jonah 

and the great fish, Jesus calling his disciples 

to be “fishers of men” and Jesus feeding the 

five thousand with two loaves and five fish. 

Our next symbol is the book and was used 

to represent the Bible “the supreme 

authority for Christian faith and life”.  Calvin 

and Luther proclaimed that “the only 

source of knowledge of God and our 

salvation comes from scripture and 

scripture alone” unlike the Roman Catholic 

position that treats the Bible and tradition of 

the church as equal.  The placement of the 

dove directly above the open book (on the 

seal), signifies the role of the Holy Spirit in 

“inspiring and interpreting scripture as 

God’s word to us”. 

The book (Bible) is resting on the pulpit 

which symbolizes the importance of 

preaching sermons-based on Scriptures-in 

the Presbyterian Church. Prior to the 

Reformation, priests celebrated Mass and 

spoke to congregations in Latin-a language 

many did not understand.  The 16th Century 

Protestant Reformers “sought to recapture 

the church of the New Testament and 

preach the good news of the gospels”.  

Others believe that the open book 

symbolizes education-an important 

Presbyterian tradition.  It is interesting to 

note that after the Bible was translated into 

many languages, there was an amazing 

growth of literacy in the Western world.   

If you look at the spine of the book and 

mentally remove its covers, the half circle 

remains, supported by the central line and 

base of the cross. Here you will see our next 

symbol-the cup.  Jesus referred to the cup 

in the garden of Gethsemane by asking his 

disciples if they could drink his cup. 
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Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, the “words of 

institution” used now during communion 

quoted” This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood”. The cup also symbolizes the 

sacrament of baptism. 

Fire is represented by four flames at the 

base of the cross.  The two most familiar 

references to fire are the burning bush 

Moses encountered when God called to 

him and told him to deliver the Israelites 

from Egypt and tongues of fire which 

descended at Pentecost.  Fire is used 

throughout the Bible. 

Our final symbol is the most difficult to see 

because it is an implied triangle, formed by 

the base of the cross and flames and 

coming to a peak at the center of the 

book/cup. Due to the importance of the 

Trinity (represented by a triangle) it was 

incorporated into the seal.  It represents 

God-the Father, Jesus-the Son and the Holy 

Spirit.  Some also see it as the balance of 

Presbyterian government (deacon, elder, 

minister), (minister, session, congregation) or 

(Presbytery, Synod, General Assembly). 

Excerpts/information from “Sealed in Christ” 

by John M. Mulder 

 
Banner in the FPC Sanctuary 

 
Wooden cross in the FPC Sanctuary 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) 

The PW Circle meets once a 

month in the afternoon. Join 

your sisters in faith and enrich 

your spiritual journey through 

bible study, support of our 

church's mission and service 

to our community. 

If you are interested in joining our dynamic 

Circle, please reach out to Linda Schmidt 

for more information at 732-870-7223. 

 
PW Spring Lunch – June 9, 2026 

Thank you to Vera Musser for sharing this 

photo. 
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75 AND OVER LUNCHEON SNAPSHOTS 

On June 7th, the Deacons hosted a 

luncheon for our members who are 75 years 

and older and their guests. A good time was 

had by all! 
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MUSIC SUNDAY SNAPSHOTS 

June 14, 2026 
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RECIPE CORNER 

In 2011, Presbyterian 

Women published 

Heavenly Dishes, a 

cookbook dedicated 

to all FPC members past 

and present who so 

generously supported 

PW over the years. 

Here, we’ll look to share a recipe or two 

from that cookbook. This month we shine 

the recipe spotlight on Chicken Scampi. 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 

WORD SEARCH PUZZLE 

Welcome to our word search 

puzzle! Take a moment to read 

and reflect on the passage and 

then find the words on the list 

below the puzzle. The solution will be in the 

next newsletter. Enjoy! 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 

    his mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 

A L S M L O V E M S L A 

F R A S S A R V F I Z N 

F T L D E O R E D T E E 

A E X L P P L R X E A V 

I J S E D V A Y I M A E 

T D K M O R N I N G J R 

H U T E H R A U E S O C 

F D G R E S N E W S I E 

U R Y C M O I U N R E A 

L O T I I A S R G D C S 

N L W E H R T Q R I O E 

E E K S Z W Y E E O W S 

S H P L A U E T A B M N 

S T E A D F A S T X R V 

        STEADFAST  LOVE 

        THE LORD  MERCIES 

        NEW   EVERY 

        MORNING            GREAT 

        FAITHFULNESS  NEVER CEASES 

 
 

        June 2026 – Word Search Puzzle Solution 

H A Z B Y C E L Q W E R 

T I Y U I O P L K J A S 

A L M S A D K S F J G H 

Z M X N L C B G O W I E 

R U Y T L A L N S K J D 

C T T G N O E I B V U I 

A S N R O Q R O F P S M 

L J A Y U M C D U E T H 

L A Y O B T C V U N R I 

D V A D I D H R W O H P 

P I N D Z I O O A J N E 

B L N E A R W I Y L M A 

S I Y R L L F Q S Z F R 

K X J I G P S M W G O L 
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