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Increasing the Peace 

In the last month or so, I’ve talked a 

lot about our anxieties as a 

congregation. Anxiety is a difficult 

beast to tame. Financially, we are 

the healthiest we’ve been in many, 

many years—certainly, our balance 

sheet is the best I’ve seen since I 

came here in 2018. Yet anxiety 

persists. We are not at peace in our 

hearts and minds. I think the way 

forward, the way to reduce the 

anxiety and establish a new sense of 

mission in this congregation is to look 

for new partners for reconciliation 

and collaboration. 

When we pass the peace of Christ 

on Sundays, I always say, “Now, as 

we have been reconciled to God, 

let us also be reconciled to one 

another.” Before the pandemic, that 

was always the cue to leave your 

pews, greet the other members of 

your church family, and offer a 

handshake or some other gesture of 

love and friendship. That’s the easy 

version of reconciliation. 

Sometimes the work is more 

challenging, yet this is part of the 

work to which we’re called. At its 

best, the church can be a place 

where we work to fix our relationships 

with one another. The church can 

also be the launching pad for 

reconciliation on a grand scale, too. 

Consider the work of the Black 

church during the civil rights 

movement in the 1950s and 60s. 

That’s an example of how the 

church can get involved in difficult, 

large-scale projects of reconciliation. 

This year, starting with Ash 

Wednesday, we’re going to work on 

reconciliation through collaboration. 

This is a medium-scale project—it’s 

more work than shaking hands on 

Sunday mornings, but it’s not as 

daunting or overwhelming as racial 

reconciliation. 

I want us to collaborate with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ at Old 

Tennent Presbyterian Church, to look 

for ways that we can have fellowship 

together and forge connections 

between the two congregations. We 

share a common past—First 

Presbyterian Church was started by 

members of Old Tennent. Maybe we 

can share a common future and 

stand together in these challenging 

times. 

A generation ago, this would have 

seemed crazy. Both congregations 

seemed strong. Yet both 

congregations have weathered 

some serious storms in the past 10-15 

years. 

Over the last couple months, I’ve 

been talking with Rev. Jessica Dixon, 

the Interim Pastor at Old Tennent. 

We’ve had some very good 

conversations about collaboration. 

She pointed out that Tennent is in a 
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time of transition, which is the 

perfect time to experiment! 

On Ash Wednesday, Jessica and I 

are going to collaborate in leading 

worship. I will join her for the service 

at Old Tennent at 12:30 on 

Wednesday afternoon, and then 

Jessica will join us here at FPC on 

Wednesday evening. 

In the future, Jessica and I envision 

having some joint Bible studies, 

shared youth programs, and even 

some combined services of worship 

and opportunities for fellowship. This 

is an opportunity for mutual support, 

collaboration, and reconciliation. It 

could be a positive way forward for 

both congregations, and a way to 

channel some of our nervous 

energy. As we go forward, I 

welcome your feedback and your 

questions. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Alan 

NOTES FROM SESSION 

SESSION   

Rick Baptista 

(acting chair) 

Finance Commission 

Tammy Ciok Personnel Commission 

Barry Fitz Worship Commission 

Yvonne Linder Worship Commission 

Linda Schmidt Christian Education 

Larry Moran Property Commission 

Berwin 

Guttormsen 

Clerk of Session 

Julie Heinsohn Personnel Commission 

 Outreach/Mission 

Commission 

 

The Clerk reported that the 

Communion Count for January was 

43 and membership stands at 150. 

Property Commission reported that 

the AED monitors have arrived and 

will be put in place shortly. 

B&E has completed their portion of 

the lock work.  More quotes are 

being solicited for the parking lot 

door.  Leaning Bridge Academy may 

share the cost.   

The bell tower leak repair was 

completed and the repainting and 

sealing of the sanctuary windows will 

occur this spring. 

The mural in the Christian Ed building 

is in need of restoration.  We are 

currently looking for someone who 

can do this type of work. 
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The Worship Commission  

We celebrated the Sacrament of 

Baptism was celebrated for: 

Faith Bodino 

Logan Oliver Suto 

Eliana Marie D’Ambrosio 

Communion will take place on the 

first Sunday of the month with the 

exception of May, July and 

September.  For these months, 

communion will be May 8, July 10 

and September 11. 

Music Resuming during Worship 

Bell rehearsals begin this Sunday, 

March 6 at 11:30 a.m. in the upstairs 

rehearsal room. The first Sunday we 

will begin the benedictions will be 

March 27.  

Chancel Choir rehearsals resume on 

Thursday March 10 at 7:00 pm --

Sunday warm-ups will be at 9:15 a.m. 

starting March 13 

Please invite a friend to join us for our 

Spring Choir Season (March 10 thru 

Sunday June 19).  

The Freehold Youth Ensemble will 

perform on the following dates: 

Sunday March 13 

Sunday April 17 (Easter) 

Sunday May 22 

Ash Wednesday Service 

We will hold an Ash Wednesday 

service of worship at 7:30 PM in 

Room A/B. We will be joined by the 

Rev. Jessica Dixon, the Interim Pastor 

of Old Tennent Presbyterian Church. 

Please note: the original plan was to 

worship in the auditorium. That’s 

what I announced in worship on 

Sunday, February 27. However, after 

consulting with members of the 

Property Commission, I was advised 

that Room A/B might be a better 

choice, given that the auditorium is 

hosting an Alcoholics Anonymous 

meeting that ends at 7:00 PM. Please 

forgive me for any confusion. 

Pastor Alan 

 


