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PASTORSOG PONDERI NGS

We have begun the Lenten journey toward Easter. This jour-
ney does not come cheap. In many ways it is a call to walk
through the darkness with the God who is the light that leads
us.

It is often only after we have walked through the darknesses of

our lives, that we begin to see the goodness of God. This jour-

ney teaches wus to trust in Godds guida
sensitive to the pain of others; it humbles our proud, self-reliant

nature and it opens us to new possibilities. Within our Chris-

tian journey, we use this time to reflect on the cross and its

meaning for our lives.

Think about it. Is there anyone who takes up their cross and
carries it who is the same at the end of the journey as they
were at the beginning? As we walk through whatever darkness
we find in our lives, we find that the cross reminds us to look
for God in the shadows. When we have survived our own
cross, we begin to realize that we can survive again and again
and againd the cross teachs us hope.

This Lenten season, the God of hope calls us out of the caves
of our souls to commit ourselves to lives of faith and trust and
new beginnings. We are encouraged to move beyond the
pastd its shame, its narrow rigidness..

What will you do to strengthen your faith? How much of your-

self are you willing to open to the wo
your journey with Christ stuck in the past, dying from lack of

nourishment, slowed down by fear and lack of commitment,

pushed aside by mixed up priorities?

There is no better time than now to begin to take steps to nour-

ish your faith, to examine your priorities, to make a commit-

ment to grow in your love for Jesus Christ! Put the worship of

Christ, the study of Godbés Word, t he s
and the building up of Christés church
the coming weeks!

Blessings on your Lenten Journey,

Pastors Cindy and David



Session
Fai ghlights

At its February 16h meeting, Session:

Approved the Baptism of Aidan Lozano, son of Kris-
tin and Aaron and grandson of Gail and Gene Kurylo
Celebrated the giving of $3250 to The Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance program for Haiti

Noted that a new refrigerator had been purchased
for the kitchen

Learned that the Music Director Search Committee
is continuing their search & they have received a
number of resumes

Heard that over $5000 has been spend so far this
winter on snow removal 9 half of which is reim-
bursed by the pre -school

NEW MEMBER CLASS

Our next new member class will be held on

Sunday, April 25, 12:30pm-5pm in the auditorium.

This class is for all those interested in learning
more about our church family; there is no

obligation to join. Contact Pastor David at the

Church Office if you are interested in participating

in this class.



LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES

MID-WEEK COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES

The Freehold Area Clergy Association is sponsoring a series
of Lenten Services on Wednesdays.

Lunch is being served at 12:00 noon and 1:00pm.
The worship services are from 12:30pm to
1:00pm each week.

March 3rdd First United Methodist

March 10thd Grace Lutheran

March 17thd Christian Scientist

March 24thd St . Pet er 6 s Ej
(Lunch at 1pm only)

April 28 Good Friday at First Baptist

church

Lénten Service
Schedule

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS

Lenten Devotional booklets for use with your personal prayer
time are available in the lobbies of both buildings during Lent.
Lent began this year on Ash Wednesday, February 17th and
runs through Holy Week. There are 40 days in Lent, be-
cause Sundays are not countedd they continue to be days of
celebrating the Resurrection.

Please also join us for worship each Sunday at 8:30am or
11:00am and at Sunday School for all ages at 9:30am.



WEST POINT GLEE CLUB
TO PERFORM

AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN!

Mark the date - Friday, March 26th at 7:30 PM,
the Glee Club from the United States Military Academy at
West Point will be making their 4th New Jersey appearance
in 10 years right here at FPC! "We've been on their waiting
list for over three years," said Bob DiSogra, Chairperson of
the Special Music Committee.

Do you know a veteran who owns a business or works for a
company that would consider being a sponsor of this
concert? If so, <contact Bob DiSogra at
908.415.6731. Veterans always support these types of
programs!

There will also be a free will offering and 100% of the
proceeds will be going to the church.

We also need cooks and bakers! There are 70 members of
the glee club (50 men and 20 women) and we have to feed
them...rather than cater the meal (they get that type of food
all week), we are asking our church family members to help
out! Contact Tracy Mozingo 732-409-7123 or at
the4mozingos@verizon.net

This a free concert to everyone so plan to arrive early!


mailto:orthe4mozingos@verizon.net

[p Church members: Don't forget our monthly
community luncheon, which will be held on

March 26, Friday, from 11:30 to 1:30. As
usual a donation of $7 will provide a choice
‘ of two - salad bar, homemade soup, sand-
Community wich - plus beverage and dessert. Take-outs
Lunch are available at the door.

COME AND BRING FRIENDS! The price is certainly right -
$7 for a delicious luncheon, and we don't add in a tax or ex-
pect a tip. In addition, you can sit and visit with friends for as
long as you want - we don't mind. HOPE TO SEE YOU ON
THE 26TH!

(\(55‘ Se'r Your SPRUNG
> % Clocks
G\&\J Ahead!

Daylight Savings
begins March 14

CHECK OUT THE UPDATED WEBSITE

Www.fpcfreehold.org

New pictures. New Format. New Information.
Visitor friendly. Eye-catching!
Share it with a friend.
Look for your picture!

2010 Offering Envelopes

I f you havenot picked up your 2010 Offerin
Sanctuary Narthex, please do so as soon as possible to save
us the expense of mailing them.



y Adult Sunday School Class
Adultg

Education On Sunday mornings at 9:30pm, all adults
Class (post-high school and older!) are invited to join

us for our Adult Sunday school class in the
auditorium; no prior knowledge is necessary. Through Lent,

we wi || be | ooking at the question: i Wh
die?0 So, grab a cup of coffee at the Cof
KOINONIA

Koinonia is the Greek word for fellowship/study. Our groups
meet to study the Bible, pray for one another, become better
acquainted with each other, and most importantly, to grow in
our faith. The groups meet: Wednesday mornings, 9:30am-
1lam at the church; Wednesday evenings, 7pm-9pm at Bow-
mans; Monday evenings, 7:15pm-9pm at Bowmans. Please
contact Pastor Cindy at 732-462-0234 if you are interested in
making the commitment to participate in one of the Koinonia
groups.

KIDS CLUB
OEaster Cel ebrationod
Join us foré

Crafts!
Games éand
When: Sunday, March 21 , 2010
3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Bring: $3.00 (optional) and a friend
RSVP: By Monday March 15, 2010

*To RSVP call the church office at (732)
462 -0234 or e -mail contact@fpcfreehold.org



BIG
Hey Middle School Youth (Grades 6-
8), come to our PROGRESSIVE
VI DEO NI GHT! We 6 | | me et
church on Sunday, March 14 from

then visit members of the
congregation and film them as they
answer questions; Freehold area
members be ready! Contact Pastor
Cindy at 732-462-0234 not later than
March 8 to reserve your spot.

CHAOS

Our Senior High youth have been

busy! The weekend of February 20-

21, 19 youth and 5 adults

participated in the 30 Hour Famine,

raising over $1500 for World
Visionds wor k among t he
children of our world. They also

attended a Christian Rock concert, along with 8 additional

members of the congregation.

CHAOS meets weekly at the church, 6pm-7:30pm. All Senior
High youth are invited and encouraged to attend! Once again
this month, the youth will also take one of their meetings to do
mission work locally; stay tuned for more information.

at

6pm-7: 30pm to begin our fun!



MISSION TRIP UPDATE

The 25 youth and adults who are participating in this

yearod6s Mission Trip to Pittsburgh,

with their preparations: they have had one training
session, (the next training session is March 21st. They
have helped with the Sanctuary breakfast/lunch
program, and they are raising funds by preparing and
serving the Blue and Gold Dinner to one of the area Cub
Scout troops (Thanks to Lia Prendergast, Tracy
Mozingo, Beth Sulzberg and all the parents and youth
who are participating!)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

The Christian Education Commission, will be holding a
Vacation Bible School July 18-22 here at the church. This
Vacation Bible School will be for all ages, including adults,
and will be held in the evening, (6:30pm-8:30pm) with
optional dinner being provided at 6pm. There will be Bible
classes for everyone, crafts, games, and an emphasis on
Music with the opportunity to learn handbells. If you want to
help, contact co-coordinators Susan Beaton and Nancy
Wi nouski ! Our Theme iis fASo
study the Parables of Jesus.

Mark your calendars now and pray for the planning of this
exciting intergenerational experience!

UNDERSTANDING THE TEENAGE BRAIN

Pastor Cindy and the Christian Ed Commission will be
presenting a special workshop for Junior and Senior High
youth as well as the parents of junior high, senior high and
college age students, on Sunday, February 28. If you
missed this opportunity, see Pastor Cindy for handout
materials.
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THANK YOU!

Christian Ed would like to thank the Sunday school children and
the congregation for the outpouring of generosity and the items
donated for Jesus' birthday party. The following is the thank you
note we received from Madonna House for the gifts.

Dear Friend of Madonna House,

Thank you for your donation of all the wonderful baby items our
children need. Your generosity will impact the life of many of the
thousands of children that we serve over the course of the year.
Your gift blesses our mothers with necessities that they can not
provide for their children, provides hope, and touches the life of a
child in a very meaningful way.

"This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of
God's people, but is also overflowing in many expressions of
thanks to God." 2Cor.9:12

Thank You! Love, Rebecca and the volunteers

¢yunet nghl‘e‘]ﬁig Summer Camp

Information

SN\ Q@ s If you are interested in attending Church
M!f’éﬂk\v i Camp at Camp Johnsonburg (our Pres-
97 ﬁ ﬂ bytery camp) this summer, information is
> - available in the Church office. There are

camping opportunities for youth 7-17.

Information is also available on the New Wilmington Mission
Conference, a Presbyterian Conference, on the campus of
Westminster College, New Wilmington, PA. This year the confer-
ence will be held July 24-31. This conference is for all agesd
children, youth, young adults, and adults. Please see Pastor
Cindy for more information.
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SPRING BULB SALE

Brighten your world with some special bulbs.
Check with your neighbors and friends, or
consider gifting some bulbs for Easter!!!!
Order forms available in the church office or
on the tables inside the narthex and just inside
the doors of the auditorium. Please make checks
payable to FPC and hand into the church office

by March 8th. Bulbs should be in about two
weeks later. Proceeds benefit the Outreach Commis-
sion.

Thank you. Outreach Commission.
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NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH OFFICERS

Below outlines the process & criteria that is used to nominate Church Offi-
cers:

i

During the month of March Nomination Forms are made available so that
members of the congregation may suggest individuals they feel would
make a good elder or deacon.

Once all the suggestions are completed the nominating committee meets
to prepare a slate of candidates for nomination.

The first step is to review each candidate based on recommended criteria
from the Presbyterian Church and recommendations from session.

The criteria that is followed includes:

0 Nominees are not chosen as a reward for loyalty to the church, status
in the church or community, to convert them or cultivate interest in
the church or because they expect to be nominated

0 The nominating committee must try to be as objective as possible.
They survey all possibilities and gather the data carefully. Judgments
have to be made.

0 General qualifications for church officers include:

1. Church involvement

Regular attendance at public worship

Active participation in other church activities

Offices held and services rendered

Evidence of commitment to the church and its mission
Understanding of and commitment to Presbyterian polity

®PoO0TO

2. Christian Living
f.  Evidence of grace and compassion in common life. Involve-
ment in the ecclesiastical affairs of the church is not suffi-
cient 7 there must be evidence of maturity and effectiveness
of ministry in the world.

3. Personal Qualifications

Cooperativeness

Willingness to learn

Ability to follow through on assignments
Openness to new ideas

Maturity of judgment

Feels free to express own ideas

m. Readiness to listen

4. Particular Qualifications for a particular office
n. Occupational background and experience
0. Service in other organizations

12



HOLY WEEK AND EASTER EVENTS

Holy Week begins with PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 28.
During our worship services that morning, PALMS
will be distributed.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1
We will hold a special service at 7pm which will
include Communion and a Dramatic Retelling of the
Last Supper. We are looking for Men to participate
in this drama; contact the church office or Susan
Beaton if you would be willing to participate!

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4
We will have our worship services at 8:30am and
11am, which will include special music. At 9:30am
in the Auditorium we will have a continental breakfast
and Egg Hunt for the Children 0 look for more
information in the weeks ahead about this special
event!
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Got those winter blues?
Leap into Spring with Unity Club!

f

v

Garden talk! Games! Prizes!
March 18" at 3PM

La Piazza
$22
(Located in Mount ds
ALL ARE WELCOME
Number attending
Name
Tel. Number

RSVP : Patsy Saylor 732 -536-3128 by March 14 ™ Make
check payable to FPC Unity Club.

Menu
Appetizer  Eggplant Rollatini

Satltlad (Select one) Caesar or Toss w/Balsamic Vinaiga-
rette

Main Course (Select one% Penne Vodka , Penne Tus-
cany, Lite Plum Tomato Sauce with Eggplant & Smoked
Mozzarella, Chicken Francese, Layered Chicken with
Potabello Mushroom, Roasted Red Pe_Pper, Smoked Moz-
zarella & Porcini Mushroom Sauce; Tilapia Oreganata

Dessert (Select One) New York Style Cheescake or
Gourmet Ice Cream Pie

14
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March Mission Dates 0

(0 (;\ET
Feb 28 Mission Pot loose change collection

Mar 6 & 13  Day Laborer Breakfasts/Lunches i Last chance
to serve! 7am-1pm

Mar 20 Pasta Dinner & Show: Fun Fundraiser for Family
Promise

Mar 21-27 Family Promise Spring hosting

Mar 28 Mission Pots: Loose change collected for Open
Door food pantry

¥ Thank You ¢é
to all the generous souls who

helped atthe DAY L ABORERS® BREAKFASIMNS & LUNCHES
February, especially the Mission Trip Fol ks

brought FOOD for OPEN DOOR every Sunday morning, espe-

cially the youth who collected for the SOUP-ER Bowl
remembered to drop cash in the MISSION POTS for OPEN DOOR
brought in items for HYGIENE KITS FOR HAITI

oLord, when did we see you hungry
€As much as you did it to
you did it tMed

Matt.25. 388
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Nurry - it's not t00 late

Day-Laborersdo Breakfasts & Lunch

(c/o Latino Leadership Alliance of Monmouth Co.)

I f you havendét helped out yet, we can still/l
Christds |l ove to those IMarshs6o0fl®rtunate on Sat
You can make coffee, set out the donuts and bagels; help make the

sandwiches & soup; serve our needy brothers and sisters & clean up.

If you want to serve Jesus in serving the poor, call me to get on the

schedule.

Serve either 7-10am or 10-1pm Call Sandra (732) 863-7395

ALove one another dobnlbl2have | oved youbo

Ntill needed.-

v PRAYERS and HYGIENE KITS for
HAITI

I f you havenét brought in your items yet, it
still there! Our group of Church World Service women have assembled

57 hygiene kits to date for people involved in catastrophic situations,

like the Haiti earthquake.

We could make many more Kits if we had more nail clippers, combs and
bandaids, because we have so many of the other items. If you haven't yet
donated, please consider purchasing some of these items. Thank you for your
generosity.

If you put together your own complete kit, please pack it in a gallon-
size zippered plastic bag, with $2 for handling.

Keep yourself updated on the urgent need for kits, see
www.churchworldservice.org

Thank you!
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Plan ahead...to warm, sunny days

Our Mission Co-worker in Central Asia will be visiting
us i n RitelJoh® @ould love to speak with
your Youth Group, your PW Circle, or CWS, or your
Commission, or just a group of interested folks T to
tell you how shedbs been
the people of Central Asia.

Get the news straight from our PC(USA) woman on

the ground! Letds show her

We need to plan now, so Rita can set her itinerary for the week be-
fore New Wilmington Mission Conference. Discuss
your ideas with Sandra (732) 863-7395

Pasta Dinner

% & Fabulous Show !
SATURDAY March 20 5:30 & 7:30pm

Singers Dancers Actors
AND
Our own favorite group of musicians
Sponsored by the Mission Commission
for Family Promise

Please get youfICKETS in advan@en sale nowin the office or Sundays
after worship

Adults $10 Child (4-12) $5 Under 4 free

WORLDCLASS CHEFSé
Salad, Pasta & honmaade sauce, rolls, beverage & yummy dessert
made by our exceptTAKEQUTIAVAILABLE c

U7

L
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FAMILY PROMISE NEWS
March - 2010

THOUGHTS FROM OUR COORDINATOR

Lent is a time for reflection and penitence. A time for deep self-
evaluation as the journey toward Good Friday begins. We make
sacrifices along the way, only
end, Easter. ltés the prize at
ward. Serving Family Promise is a bit like that. We give of our
time and talents to help others along on their difficult journeys
because we can see the prize at the end. It has been my ex-
treme privilege and honor to have served as Family Promise Co-
ordinator for the past three years. | have seen many families
struggle along, sometimes for a year in this program for home-
less families, and then finally, after much sacrificing of their pri-
vacy, dignity and comfort, they are rewarded with a new home,
job or other security. It is as much a prize for those of us that
serve as for those we serve.

~ —

TI ME FOR CHANGEE
ltés time for me to pass the baton and | e
mendous satisfaction that comes with | eadi:H
asking that each of you, prayerfully consider doing just that.
There are no special skills that are needed, just the love of Christ
in your heart to help guide and support our awesome coordinat-
ing team to continue doing their best to bring continuity and com-
fort to our guests 4-5 times a year. | am praying that | will have
the pleasure of training one (or more) of
ordinator before June into a smooth transition. Come to me with
your questions!

BAKERS NEEDED!

As you know, our annual Pasta Dinner & Show on Sat. March

20", is a way to raise funds for our financial obligation to Family

Pr omi se. We 6 | | need bakers and eater s, S0
like to bake your fabulous dessert and watch for the ticket sales,

going on sale in early March. Just one seating 1 with entertain-

ment!
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FACTS & FIGURES for 2009
I't was | earned at the Coordinatorsbo Meet i
families were served in 2009. Five families found permanent
housing, 3 found temporary housing, 3 are with family members
and the status of two families is unknown. There were 3 families
in the program at the yearo6s end. How wond ¢
church is affiliated with such a successful and enriching organi-
zation. Strong leadership is essential to maintain our status as a
charter host congregation.

RECOGNITION

The Family Promise Board of Trustees would like to honor all
volunteers with an event to be held at the Monmouth Reformed
Temple in Lincroft on Sunday, March 21st from 3-5pm. Feel free
to drop in for refreshments and some good conversation with
other volunteers.

BOARD MEMBER OPENINGS: Lousy pay but great benefits!

While youdbre there, meet the vibrant Board
struggled to keep this chapter of Family Promise alive and well,

to serve the needs of families like yours and mine - families who

just happen to be without a home right now. The Board is look-

ing to add 3 new members . Please contact me with any interest

or suggestions.

NEXT HOSTING : March 215-27",

This season of Lent, may you look deep within and recognize
those qualities that are waiting to be shared with the Family
Promise Ministry of our church, knowing that the end prize will be
well worth the sacrifice. God Bless.

I n Christédés Love and Service,

Diane Canto

Family Promise Coordinator for First Presbyterian Church of

Freehold

You are the salt of the earthéYou are the
Live so that the world will see the good things you do and will

praise your Father-1d n heaven. o Matt 5:13
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A Stewardship Minute
The Measure of Giving

AFor | testify that they gave as much as
and even beyond their ability.
Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with
us for the privilege of sharing in this s
--2 Corinthians 8:34

Have we, as contemporary Christians, ever come as
close to the level of devotion and generosity as these verses
model for us? Paul writes that these bel.i
they were ableéand even beyond their abil:i
clearly gave out of their povertyd not out of their affluence.

Typically, we say we give fdwhat we <can
ten means we donate whatever we can spare without cramping
our lifestyle. We fit God into the budget after much of the other
stuff is afforded. But these Christians saw things differently; they
gave more than they were obligated to give. Verse 4 implies
they not only Agave beyond their abilitybod
the privilege of sharing in this service t
These believers gave beyond their means. Perhaps they
even budgeted some things differently in order to give more than
they were ordinarily able to do. Their attitude was that it was a

privilege to share in Godds wor k. I f we f
cult to understand, perhaps it is because we are giving incor-

rectly. These Christians figave themsel ves
gave to others in keeping with Godods wildl

gifts to God, it should be a reflection of the fact that we have
already given ourselves to God.

Prior consecration means that to give our gifts to God,
without giving ourselves to Hi m, is not to
not anxious for our money; He desires our love. If we are truly
devoted to Christ, giving our gifts to Him will simply be a reflec-
tion of our prior consecration.

You can give without l ovi ng, but you ¢
giving. What motivates us to give to the Lord? Are we conse-
crated to Him? If we are, giving our gifts will come naturally.
Perhaps then we will see our giving to the Lord as a privilege and
follow the example of the believers in 2 Corinthians 8:3-5.
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