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PASTORSO PONDERI NGS

Have you ever noticed how Easter comes just as Spring is
arriving, and the length of daylight is increasing? Easterd
the celebration of Chri sd bke
Spring, comes into our lives just when darkness and death
seem ready to overtake us.

If you are like us, we are extremely grateful for the coming
of Spring this year. The Winter seemed longer, and colder
and of course snowier than those in recent memory. Being
confined indoors for so long, we have celebrated the oppor-
tunity to open the windows and to work in the yard and to
watch the buds on the trees begin to open.

Without the Resurrection of Christ, we would be stuck in
perpetual spiritual winter. The doom and gloom of the
world, filled with death and decay would be all we have.
Imagine a world where spring would never come, where the
landscape would be brown and barren year round . . . That
is what life without the Risen Lord would be like.

Yet so many live as if the thaw of spring has yet to occur.
Their lives are devoid of joy, filled with hopelessness and
despair, marked by bitterness and complaining. The reality
of the Living Christ has not enveloped them. How sad!

The Christ of Easter, the Risen Jesus, invites us all to place
our faith in Him and to receive the GIFT of new life, of re-
newal, of everlasting hope, of deep inner peace, of forgive-
ness from our sinful pastt What a giftt What an opportu-
nity! Have you allowed yourself to appreciate the depth of

Resurrectio

this Easter gift given through Godds

Our hope and prayer for each of you this Eastertide is that
you would discover again or even for the first time, the
blessings of the Risen Lord in your life.

Live as Easter People, filled with hope!
Pastors Cindy and David
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At their March 16 meeting, the Elders:

Learned of Christian Outreachos

to Easter services.

Discussed possibility of renting the Kitchen to a local ca-
terer for 30 hours/week.

Accepted with regret the resignation of Phil Helsel as
Contemporary Worship Leader, effective June 30. Phil
will be moving with his family, as his wife, Carolyn, will be
enrolling in a PhD program at Emory University in Atlanta,
Georgia.

Learned that the Director of Music search committee will
now be looking for someone who can provide leadership
for the Contemporary Service and the Traditional service,
thus combining both of our current music positions. The
committee is close to making an offer to a qualified candi-
date.

Concurred wi t h t he Outreach

not participate in the Freehold Memorial Day Parade this
year. The decision is based upon the fact that the Pa-
rade Committee is now forbidding the handing out of any
items by parade participants, as well as the realization
that despite the wonderful exposure, no new visitors at-
tended our church. Other ways of promoting the good fel-
lowship within our church family will be explored.

Were reminded that on April 17 the Mission and Outreach
Commissions will be holding a Clothing Give Away for lo-
cal residents. At this time, an over abundance of clothing
has been donated, for which we are grateful. However,
further donations are being discouraged.
Approved Pastor Cindyods us
vacation for the weeks of April 5 and 12th, excluding Sun-
days.
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES

MAUNDY THURSDAY April 1, we will remember the Last

Supper Christ shared with His Disciples with a Dramatic Re-

enactment of the Last Supper and with the celebration of

Communion at 7:30pm. The drama is <call ed, Al s
will be presented by 13 men from our congregation. This

service will include special music and is appropriate for

children.

GOOD FRIDAY_ _ April 2, the service will be held at the First
Baptist Church on West Main Street at 12:30pm This service
is sponsored by the Freehold Clergy Association.

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP April 4 there will be two
services: 8:30am and 11am. The 8:30am Service will be led
by children of the church and include special music. At
11lam, our celebration will include an uplifting sermon and
special music from our choir and trumpeters.

Invite a Friend to Church on Easter ! Easter is a great time
to invite a friend, neighbor, co-worker, family member to join
you in worship! Remember the key word:

to come with me to Church on Sunday?o

EASTER BREAKFAST AND EGG HUNT will held at 9:30am
on Easter Sunday. Everyone is welcomed reservations are
needed. Reserve your spot on one of the Sign up sheets
found in the lobbies of both buildings or call the church office
at 732-462-0234. Each household is asked to provide an
item for the breakfast (bagels, donuts, eggs, fruit salad).
During the breakfast an egg hunt will be held for all children

up through 5th grade.




_FLOWER POWER AT FPC

Each week you see flowers in the front of the church. | hope you enjoy
the beauty of the changing displays. | also hope you include the loved
ones, remembered with flowers, in your prayers.

Why donate flowers for a worship service?

1- Fresh flowers add natural beauty to our worship services
while celebrating Godbés greatness in all

2- The flowers celebrate the life and love of special people
and those remembering.

3- After the service, the flowers are delivered to members of
our church family who are unable to join us for worship.

How do | do it? 1tds easy!

1- Contact Laurie Klesitz to schedule the date and choose the
wording for the church program.

2- Order flowers from our partner florists who deliver the
flowers on the day before the service.-or-

You can bring in flowers and use your vase or our vase.

3- Let Laurie know if you are taking the flowers home with you
1 or- if you would like them delivered to a church member.

What if 16d rather make a monetary donation?

I f youdd prefer to make a monetary donati
just let Laurie know that.

The memorial will appear in the program and beautiful silk
flowers will be used for worship that day.

Special thanks the circle members who deliver flowers each Sunday,
bringing Love and Thanks to God for every member of our church
family! Just call or email me! Laurie 732.370.9526 OR
LKlesitz@optonline.net
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

ADULT SUNDAY MORNING CLASS

On Sunday mornings, beginning on Sunday, April 11, we will
begin a series on Interpreting the Bible. The Adult Class
meets at 9:30 am in the Auditorium. Grab a cup of coffee
and a Danish and join us!

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE

The Confirmands are nearing the end of their study and will
soon be launching into their faith journeys. During April they
will be working on their Statements of Faith which they will
share with Session April 25 when they are examined.

MISSION TRIP
PLANNING

Plans are continuing for the youth and adults who will be

traveling to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in June for a weeklong

Mission Trip. They have completed their third training as well

as hosted a dinner for the Cub Scouts, which served as a

fundraiser. On June 6 they will have their annual Pancake

Breakfast. In addition, a white water rafting excursion has

been added to this yeards trip. Pl ease
adults who will be part of the team this year.
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Our middle school youth group (Grades 6-8) will meet
on April 18 to talk about computer use and social network-
ingd what you need to know to be safe. We will meet 6pm-
7:30pm; RSVP to the church office.

CHAQOS

(Christians Hanging Around On Sunday)

Our Senior High Youth group will meet:

e Sunday, April 4 No meeting on Easter

e Sunday, April 11 we will be doing our Mission Projectd
stay tuned!

e Sunday April 18, 25 Regular meetings at 6pm-7:30pm

KIDS CLUB

On Sunday, April 18 all Kindergarten through
5th grade children are invited to Join us for
KIDS CLUB! We will meet at the church from
3:30pm-5pm; cost is $3 per child. Friends
are always welcome! We will be playing
games and working on a Mothers Day pro-
ject. Reservations may be made by calling
the church office at 732-462-0234




KOINONIA Bible Study
Are you looking for a small group Bible ’
Study? Do you want to share in Christian <
fellowship with others? Our THREE -
Koinonia Groups are wnat
for! The morning group meets every Wednesday at 9:30am
at the church; one evening group meets every Monday at

7: 00pm at the Bowmands home,

the other evening group meets on Wednesday evenings at
7pm at the Bowmans. Childcare is available for the eve-
ning groups, if requested. If you are interested in participat-
ing, please contact Pastor Cindy. The groups will meet
again beginning the week of April 19 and run through May;
we will continue our study of Genesis

New Member Class

Our next New Member Class will begin on Sunday, April
25th at 12:15pm This class is open to all those who are in-
terested in learning more about the First Presbyterian
Church and our ministries, as well as basic Presbyterian/
Christian beliefs. The class will meet for the afternoon, with
childcare available and lunch provided. If you would like to
participate in this class, or would like more information,
please contact Pastors Cindy or David at (732) 462-0234.

Attention High School Sen-
/A/fﬂﬁ iors: The Christian Education
/. ) Commission is accepting ap-
plications for scholarships. In
a(ded order to qualify, you must be a
N church member who actively
participates in the life of
Yoy church and has been accepted
into a school/college/program

to further your education. Applications can be picked up at
the church office.
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Summer Camp
Information

If you are interested in attending
Church Camp at Camp John-
sonburg __ (our Presbytery camp)
this summer, information is avail-
able in the Church office. There
are camping opportunities for
youth 7-17.

Information is also available on

the New Wilmington Mission Conference , a Presbyterian
Conference, on the campus of Westminster College, New Wil-
mington, PA. This year the conference will be held July 24-31 .
This conference is for all agesd children, youth, young adults,
and adults. Please see Pastor Cindy for more information.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

FPC Summer_ Vacation Bible School will be held July 18 -
22, 6:30pm-8:30pm_for all ages, including adults.  Registra-
tion forms are available through the church office. This is open
to all children, youth and adults. Learn to play the handbells,
sing some great songs, play some old-fashioned games, par-
ticipate in an age appropriate Bible Study!

Helpers for the Vacation Bible School are still needed; contact
the church office to volunteer or one of the co-chairs: Susan
Beaton or Nancy Winouski. Also, please save your empty pa-
per towel rollsd bring them to the church office.



ol NSI DE THE TEEN AGE BRAI

Workshop

Over 70 youth and their parents attended the recent seminar
on the Teen age brain sponsored by the Christian Education
Commission. Pastor Cindy talked with the parents, while
Judi Stillwagon and Wendy Jaghab, Becky Kindig and Noah
Haynes worked with the youth. Recent research has shown
that between the ages of 12 and 25, the human brain is de-
veloping that area of the brain which effects decision making.
By realizing this, parents and youth can begin to work at set-
ting appropriate boundaries, making better choices, estab-
lishing healthy patterns for decision making. If you would like
copies of the information prepared by Pastor Cindy, please
contact her.

ACME FUNDRAISER DISCONTINUED

Acme Supermarkets are discontinuing their receipt tape fund-
raiser effective April 30,2010. SO that we can get credit for
the register tapes you may have already collected, please
turn in your tapes NO LATER THAN Sunday, April 18. Thank
you! We have received over $1500 from this program over
the past four years, which has been used for Mortgage Re-
duction.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Recessed Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take
place on Sunday, April 25th, immediately following the 11 am
Service of Worship. The purpose of this meeting will be solely
to hear the report of the Nominating Committee and to elect
new Elders and Deacons.
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March 28 Mission Pot loose change collection
April 17 Clothing Giveaway , a combined Outreach-Mission
project
April 25 Mission Pots: Loose change collected for Open

Door food pantry

HAITI / CHILE: What in the worl doés

happening?
I lift up my eyes to the hild from where will my help come? My help
comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth (Ps.-2p1:1

25250

See what the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  arm of our de-
nomination is doing to alleviate suffering in this hurting world at
http://www.pcusa.org/pda/

Keep yourself updated on the need for hygiene kits:
see www.churchworldservice.org

“’é":"“é- Consider supporting ministries of disaster response,
refugee assistance and resettlement, and community development
through One Great Hour of Sharing this Easter season. The appro-
priate envelope is in your box of offering envelopes. No amount too

¢oye®

s mal | or too bigé For details of |l ast year
rian Disaster Assistance area, see http://www.pcusa.org/pda/
oghs.htm
v Sincere thanks ~ to all who
brought in items for HYGIENE KITS FOR HAITI
helped withthe DAY L ABORERSO® BREAKFASTS &
LUNCHES over the past four months, at The Reformed
Church
bring FOOD for OPEN DOOR every Sunday
supported the Pasta Dinner & Fabulous Show
helped with our Spring Hosting Family Promise  week
oLord, when did we see you hungry and give you f
€As much as you did it to on of these the | east
Matt.25. 3B8

11


http://www.pcusa.org/pda/
http://www.churchworldservice.org/
http://www.pcusa.org/pda/oghs.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pda/oghs.htm

Rita's coming 0 Visit..

Rita Johns, the Mission Co-worker in Central Asia that we support will
be visiting us on July 21 %'. Save the date & plan ahead. Give Sandra a
call (732) 863-7395

y( Family Promise”

A of Monmouth County NeWS for Aprll - 2010

OUR ANNUAL Family Promise FUNDRAISER

Thank you everyone for your support of the Pasta Dinner and
Show last month. Carole Barnett, Board President of Family
Promise, gave us a warm round of thanks for our continued wel-
coming of homeless guests, emphasizing the importance of this
ministry.

Whether you cooked, cleaned, set up, served, baked, sang,
danced, donated prizes or just came and ate, you helped raise
funds for our main ministry. Everyone had a fabulous time, and
all proceeds will go directly to Family Promise of Monmouth
County to help offset their operational expenses. We are excited
that we will be able to donate over $1,200 this year to help
homeless families in Monmouth County.

SPRING HOSTING

Thanks also for yet another successful hosting of our guests.
Their need is great, and your willingness to assist them does not
go unnoticed. Next hosting June 6-12.

ROOM IMPROVEMENTS for PRIVACY

Due to generous hearts, all the classrooms now have beautiful
blinds , which eliminate the need to cover the windows with pa-
per. Praise God! Also praiseworthy are the privacy curtains , gra-
ciously made by Barbara Lloyd. Thank you, Barbara.
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Family Promise Continued . . .

STARTNOWi GET I N SHAREBér s, wal kers & hobbl ers
On the horizon is the Family Promise Boar

N.J. Marathon. It will be held on May 1% and 2" in Long Branch,

at the pavilion, rain or shine. Sponsorship is appreciated, but not

mandatory. Volunteers are needed to work at the event, but you

can just show up and wal k or run. There ar
and activities for the kiddies. Check out
site at www.familypromisemc.orgf o r full detail s. |l tds al wa

day. Bring a group! Family Promise receives a portion of what-
ever we raise.

This Spring, as we awaken from our wintry slumber, may our
hearts also be warmed to the notion of re
people in need. Plan ahead to run/walk in the marathon in May;
or clear your schedule now so you can volunteer in June. Pick a
date. There are jobs for all talents: preparing part of a meal,
reading to a child, sleeping overnight or covering a mattress with
linens. Your choice. Youol Il be bl essed.

I n Christodés Lobiame@na Service,
Family Promise Coordinator for First Presbyterian Church of
Freehold

AiYou are the salt of the earthéYou are th
Live so that the world will see the good things you do and will
praise your Father-1d n heaven. o Matt 5:13

Dear Members and Friends,
Thanks so much for supporting our recent Spring bulb sale.

Your support raised $400 for our programs!!
Happy Planting!!! The Outreach Commission

13


http://www.familypromisemc.org/

Join us for our
Community Luncheon
Friday, April 23rd
11:30am - 1:30pm
Donation $7. Menu, Choice of two
0 salad bar, sandwich, soup &
plus beverage and dessert.
, Take outs available at door.
Commumty Proceeds to benefit Property
Lunch Commission.
Come and bring friends.
Volunteer Workers Always Welcome!

»
|

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
BLANKETS+

The Presbyterian Women of FPC give thanks and blessings
to our congregation for generously contributing  $1,340 to
our Blankets+ February 2010 campaign.

Jan Mundy
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN Mission Coordinator
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Presbyterian Women

Spring is upon us and as we look outside our windows we are
greeted by God's grace and the beauty of His hand. The budding
trees and flowers, the sweetly singing birds, and the warmth of
the sun all remind us of God's infinite glory. | also see God's
glory in the ladies of PW. Being a member of PW and participat-
ing in a circle enriches someone's life in so many ways. We gain
insight into the Bible through our Bible study and learn from one
another. We participate in meaningful and fulfilling mission pro-
jects, but most importantly we create friendships and are there to
support one another. Please consider joining a circle and experi-
ence the beauty of PW for yourself.

In April, the circles will be meeting on the following days:
Tuesday, April 13th

Martha circle 1:00 pm church

Ruth circle 7:30 pm Nancee Hanley's home

Wednesday, April 14th
Morning Glories circle 9:30

Mother -Child Dinner

In honor of all mothers, Presbyterian Women wishes to invite all
_C~hilq ladies of the congregation to join them on
M()Dt,!;,ire?h"d Wednesday, May 5th from 6:00 - 8:00 pm for
S the annual Mother-Child dinner. We welcome
) A and encourage all ages to join us. In addition
M/y\\%g to the sit-down dinner, there will be entertain-
) v ment and make your own sundaes. Adults are
@ $8.00 each and children ten years and under
are $6.00 and if you bring more than one child,
the first child is $6.00 and then the subsequent children are
$2.00 each. Kindly make your reservations by calling Patsy Say-
lor @732-536-3128 by April 25th. This is always an enjoyable
evening and we hope to see you there!
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A Stewardship Minute
The Measure of Giving

fiAs soon as the order went out , t he
generously gave the firstfruits of their grain, new wine,
oil and honey and all that the fields produced.
They bought a great amount, a tithe c
--2 Chronicles 31:5

Several places throughout the Bible, God encourages us
to give the first fruits of our Acropso (i
ify the first fruitsd not the middle portion, not the last portion, no
the leftoversd but the first fruits? While it is true that God called
the children of Israel to offer the choicest and best of what they
had to Him, could it be that the issue God was addressing was
more about our trust than about money? Would it really matter
which portion you gave if it was the exact same amount? Proba-
bly not, but the issue is really not about giving as much as it is
about trusting God.

Giving the first fruits requires greater trust than at any other

time. Do we believe God will truly supply all our needs, including our

finances, if we freely give a tithe of our first fruits? The Bible clearly

states, fANBlessed is he who trusts in the L
A close walk with the Lord requires us to put our complete trust

in Him, including areas of our life where we are prone to forget who

really owns it all. We can be assured tha
according to His glorious riches in Christ
ber,

AfiHonor the Lord wifirstrutgy our weal t h, wi t h
of all your crops; then your barn will be filled to overflowing, and

your vats wil/| brim ovell) with new wine. 0

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Have you paid your Per Capita yet? Remember. EACH MEMBER IS
ASKED TO GIVE $36 OVER AND ABOVE THEIR PLEDGE to cover the
cost of this apportionment which our church must pay to the Presbyterian
Church, the Synod of the Northeast and Monmouth Presbytery. As well,
are you keeping up with your pledge? Are your children giving their of-
fering in Sunday School? Your gifts to God through the church make a
difference. THANK YOU!
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80 + 80 AND OVER LUNCHEON
Luncheon

On Sunday, May 2, the Deacons will
again host a special luncheon to honor
those members of our church family
who are 80 years old or older.
Invitations will be sent in  April; if you are 80 and older
and do not receive an invitation by rmgril, please
call the church office. Our oldest member, who is also
our member who has been part of the church for the
longest time is Vivian DeHart, who turned 101 in
March!

ALL NEWLY DESIGNED WEBSITE

Would you like to win some itunes cards? or some other neat
prizes?? Coming soon--A contest to test your knowledge of
our church and a chance to win some very exciting prizes.
You don't have to be a computer geek to enter, in fact you
don't even need to have a computer to enter!! But, if you do
please check the new website( it does change) and while
you're there- please email it to a friend!! It just might make a
world of difference in their life!!
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SPRING CLEAN UP DAY
SATURDAY, April 24, 2009
9:00 a.m.i 12:00 Noon

It seems to have been a long winter; but with Spring right around
the corner, itdés time to do some muc
repairing that has been put off for too long.

On Saturday, April 24, from 9am to Noon, the Property
Commission will be hosting Spring Clean Up Day here at First
Presbyterian Church. So get out your paintbrushes, buckets and
rags and join us that day to wash a window, help clean gutters, or
help with some indoor cleaning.

ltds a big job to keep the buildings a
safe, and the Property Commission does

all. We need your help.Please consider volunteering some

time that day and being a part of our church family. You

donot have to spend the whole morning,
out and wash one window, or dust one room, your efforts would

be greatly appreciated.

And, as you attend the many opportunities that are here at FPC,
whether it be Sunday School, Worship Services, etc., if you see
anything that you think needs attending to, please contact me or
any member of Property so that the items can be added to the list
of things to be accomplished that day.

We look forward to seeing your smiling faces, willing hands, and

generous hearts that day. That ol d a
make | i gMWon&obr kdu help make our wor k
being there that day to spruce up God?éd:

Thank you.

Mike Minden
Chair, Property Commission
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The following have been prayed for during worship recently:

+AT 6A1T . TOIATN -AouUu 30ii11T1TO0AN *T AT /1 EOAE
AAT ET UN -AOU #Oi1ET 08 AAITEIUNn "T A ' OAT OEAI
Matthew Pilla; Cheryl Quandt; Pam Van Manaan; father to be

AAAAPOEI C 1T &£ EATEIUBO EAEOEN "1 A O0EAT OAN
"OEEAOON - AAAT 9AON - AOOGEA 2AAEN $i 6 #0OI O,
"OO0AAN (ATTA (AT PAIN &OAA 3k 0060 OEOOAON

law, Ferris; Family of Cecilia Schlechtweg; Cheryl Miller; Beaton
Family; Anne Kovacs; Rachel Pope; recently unemployed;
Hendrickson family; Joe Pilla; Diane Rathschmidt; Anita John

JOYS
Peggy Lettieri; Mike Horne; Charles Sullivan; Suzanne Newman; 57

(UCEAT A +EOGON / GAO xnn PAOAT 6O AT A Ui OOGE AO
4 AAT ACA " OAET 6N $AT 3AOQI oAle COAAOET ¢cONn
COAAOET ¢cONnN - AOOEAx O0EIT AN "AOOU "ECI AOB3O y-
"EOOEAAUN &OAA 3AT 6680 OEOOAON 3AT OO +ET AEC

Promise, Pasta Dinner
Hospitalized: Ginny Yanchus (Care One)

Sympathy

Our prayers and sympathy are extended to Lauraine Pizza on the
death of her father.

Our prayers and sympathy are extended to the family of Phyllis
Martin who died February 14, 2010.

Our prayers and sympathy are extended to the family of Mary
Cummins who died February 12, 2010.

ARy ey ARy ARy ARy AR
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