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It’s no coincidence that during this season of Than ksgiving we 
in the church are asked to consider what we will gi ve back to 
God through our financial giving in the coming year .  As Chris-
tians, we believe that all that we have is a gift f rom God.  As part 
of our commitment to Christ’s church, we are called  to be good 
and generous stewards of the resources entrusted to  our care.  
A steward is one who effectively uses what they hav e in line 
with the mission they have been called to follow. 

How are you using your resources?  When God sees yo ur 
checkbook and your list of expenses, will He see a sign of your 
gratitude for Him and His care for you? 

Jesus talks about money frequently—money is neither  good nor 
bad.  Jesus’ focus is on how we use and relate to w hat we have.  
Even during hard times, some of us spend freely on other 
things like vacations and dinners out, but then thr ow only a lit-
tle of our leftover cash back to God. 

It is true that this has been a rough year for many  people.  Yet 
all of us are still able to receive the comfort of God, who never 
abandons us, even when our debts overwhelm us.  So how do 
we show our gratitude?   

We encourage you to GIVE BY FAITH—try it!  None of us knows 
what our income really will be next year.  So our g iving is in 
faith.  We have been striving to increase our givin g at least 1% 
every year, now giving a tithe, or 10% of our incom e.  We write 
our check to the church first, before all of our ot her bills are 
paid.  When we began doing this a number of years a go, it was 
very scary.  However, we have been amazed over the years to 
see that as we have let go, and given back to God, we have sur-
vived easily! 

Why don’t you try it—Give By Faith so that You can Grow By 
Faith!                                 Cindy and Da vid 
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We will be creating our own advent devotional 
this year.  Any one can participate - individuals, 
f a m i l i e s ,  y o u t h  g r o u p s ,  f r i e n d s , 
you!  Scriptures are available on the sign-up 
board in the narthex of the sanctuary.  Please 

take a scripture and prayerfully consider what this scripture means 
to you or how it has affected your life, and then share your insights 
and inspiration as we prepare for Christ's birth.  Input is due by 
November 7.  Input may be sent electronically to Betsy Morgan at 
ttrgr8@yahoo.com or you can drop a hardcopy off at the church 
office.  
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Oct 25   Last-Sunday-of-the-Month collection for Open 
Door .  Bring in your  loose change for the Mission Pots and help 
feed the hungry!  

Nov 1, 8,15  Thanksgiving  food collection for Open Door  
Bring cans of food to fill the Open Door bins & the Communion table 

Nov 29  Last-Sunday-of-the-Month collection for Open 
Door.  Drop off your  loose change or your loose bills into the Mis-
sion Pots, for Jesus’ sake.  

������������ �"��#������������� �"��#������������� �"��#������������� �"��#� ��
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The sun shone; the ethnic food was delicious; the location was the 
best!  Thank you to all those who contributed to the fun & games for 
our church’s  best Fall, ethnic picnic ever!  If you missed this one, 
make sure you catch the next picnic. 

 

CROP Walk 

A huge Thank You to the Walkers   raised money to 
combat hunger across the world and here in Freehold. And an 
equally huge Thank You to those Sponsors  who supported them 
with their monetary donations.  This CROP Walk can’t happen with-
out you!  At this writing nearly $1000 has been collected by our First 
Presbyterian Walkers! 
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 Training & Review      
 What a joy to welcome 10 people to training & review for Family 
Promise a few weeks ago.  People’s situations change continually, so 
we must always recruit new volunteers to replace those who move 
away, or get sick, or have a new baby etc. etc.  It’s a great joy to see 
people stepping up for training!  Thank You! 

  

OPEN DOOR     

We collected $70 in the Mission Pots on Sept. 27: Thank you!  We are 
also very grateful to those who brought canned goods last month for the 
poor, distributed through Open Door food pantry in Freehold. Please 
remember Open Door as you shop for your family. 
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��� We are very excited to be supporting a new mission co-worker from 
our budget for 2009-2010.  Her name is Rita Johns  (altered for reasons 
of security) and she is active in Central Asia, in one of the mostly Mus-
lim ‘~stan’ countries, formerly part of USSR. Our contribution is $50 per 
month, sent through Presbyterian Church (USA). 

She is in Central Asia for the long-haul, having already spent several 
years there, building up long-term relationships.  Her work involves 
Womens & Children’s issues, Health & Nutrition, Community develop-
ment & Education etc.etc.  The most exciting aspect of her presence 
there is her work in a women’s prison: daring to teach the downtrodden 
Muslim women about the love of Jesus!   Please PRAY FOR 
RITA  as she breaks new ground in a very dangerous part of the world.  
We can truly see the Holy Spirit at work through her! 
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FOOD FOR OPEN DOOR in THANKSGIVING for our BLESS-
INGS  

During the Sundays in November before Thanksgiving – Nov 1, 
8 & 15 – please bring in your Thanksgiving food donations, which 
will be made into baskets by Open Door’s volunteers and given 
to needy families, so they also can enjoy the Lord’s blessings at 
Thanksgiving.   

We’d love fill the Communion Table , as our offerings to the 
Lord, so please bring your generous donations to the front of the 
sanctuary before worship. 

DAY-LABORERS’ BREAKFASTS & LUNCHES  

(c/o Latino Leadership Alliance of Monmouth Co.) 

Starting on Nov 21, we’ll be offering a free, simple breakfast & 
lunch in our Auditorium to those who have scant resources at this 
cold & jobless time of year. These meals will be offered on Satur-
day mornings at our church until the end of December and there-
after at The Reformed Church, 67 W. Main Street until mid-
March. ( No meals will be served on Dec 12 in deference to our 
annual  Cookie Sale.)  

Volunteers are needed  to collect & put out breakfast donations; 
to make coffee, sandwiches, & soup; to serve & clean up. Our 
doors will be open from 6:30am till 1pm.  

If you can help, or donate food – you’ll be welcomed with open 
arms!  

“Love one another as I have loved you”  John 15.12        Call San-
dra (732)  863-7395 
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We’ll be having an Christmas  Giving Tree  again this year, deco-
rated with tags for people who would have no Christmas gifts at all 
if it weren’t for your generosity.  The tree should be up in the Edu-
cation Building by the first Sunday in Advent, November 29th.  
Make sure you plan ahead & see how you can bring the gift of joy 
to someone who needs to be reminded of God’s love.  
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  You are the reason I can rest easy at night, knowing the guests 
are in good hands: they have what they need and are comfortable. 
I’m writing this during our hosting week, Oct 4-10. It’s a full house 
including 7 kids and a baby. Everyone is busy with different needs 
and preferences. They come and go at crazy times, and we’re al-
ways running out of something. You’d think I’d be half crazed at 
this point, but I’m not. There’s a sense of peace and calm about 
this group. They’re deeply appreciative of everything done for 
them, get along with everyone and are willing to help. They smile 
and ask me how I’m doing. As always, I’m amazed at how this all 
pulls together each time we host. But then again, I shouldn’t be. 
God knows what we need, even before we know ourselves.  It 
takes around 50 volunteers each hosting week to make things run 
smoothly and all of you who support Family Promise (including our 
loyal support church, Colts Neck Reformed) with your time, talent 
or money are the reason it does so.  I thank God for each of you 
and so do our guests. 
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 Family Promise Continued 

STAFF CUTS 

Family Promise has had to make a few cuts lately to stay within budget. 
Two of their staff, Katie and Nora were let go last week and are now being 
replaced by volunteer case management interns and a secretary. If you’d 
like to volunteer an hour of you time doing clerical work at the day center, 
let me know. Family Promise lost some of their county funding last year 
when the guest numbers were down because of the day center move. 
Family Promise can also be supported through civic organization such as 
The Kiwanis Club, Elks, Lions, Scouts, etc. If your group is looking for an 
organization to support, please consider Family Promise. 

 

HOST UPDATES 

I’m happy to report that Temple Beth Torah is back as one of our support 
congregations after a brief hiatus. They provide dinner and evening com-
panionship one night each rotation: they are a joy! 

 

GUEST UPDATES 

Audra and her boys (last rotation) have gotten their own apartment and are 
doing well. Chester and Shannon (last year) were in a serious car accident 
and are both hospitalized at JSMC. The children were not involved. Cur-
rently 4 of the 6 adults with us are working, so things are definitely looking 
up. Please pray for all our guests, past and present. Our families were 
grateful for the donations in the Wishing Well boxes and made their selec-
tions as soon as they arrived; they thank you for the nice items. 

 

NEXT CHANCE TO HOST will be Jan 3 rd-9th  2010. We have a nice break 
over the holiday season and then I hope to see a lot of new faces volun-
teering just in time for the New Year. Enjoy your many blessings. 

 

Yours in Christ’s Love and Service, 

Diane Canto 

 

“You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world…Live so that 
the world will see the good things you do and will praise your Father in 
heaven.” Matt 5:13-16 
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Adult Education  

The Adult Sunday Class meets each week at 9:30 am in the 
Auditorium in November; we will be learning about New 
Testament characters such as James, Priscilla and Lazarus.  
Following that we will begin an Advent series as we prepare 
for Christmas, making room for Christ.  All adults are 
welcome to join us! 

 

 Confirmation Update  

Please continue to pray for our Confirmands: Connor 
Kenney,  Aimee Prendergast, Kaitlin Barakat, Melanie 
Horne, Gregg Pascullo, Sam Matino and Justin Pilla. In late 
September the confirmands, Pastor Cindy and Julie 
Heinsohn had an overnight retreat at the Manasquan 
Presbyterian church.  Each week they continue to explore 
matters of faith and life. 

 

Women’s Retreat  

The weekend of Oct. 9-11, thirty-four women from our 
congregation gathered at St. Raphaela Retreat Center in 
Haverford, PA for a weekend retreat focused on the theme of 
“The Things That Make For Peace”.  They looked at the 
things that give peace, that take away peace, and how Christ 
is the true peace.  In addition they made prayer bracelets 
and spent lots of time in fellowship.  Next year’s retreat will 
be Oct. 15-17 at St. Raphaela’s—mark your calendars now! 
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Our children’s group for kids in Kindergarten-5th grade has 
gotten off to a great start under the leadership of Becky Kin-
dig and her assistants Kathy Alvarez, Charles Rudderow and 
Susan Campbell. 

In November, Kids’ Club will meet on Sunday, November 15, 
3:30pm-5pm at the church for a Thanksgiving celebration.  
Contact the church office at 732-462-0234 to sign up!  
Friends are welcome too! 

  

 

Our Junior High Youth group will meet on Sunday, November 
1, 6pm-7:30pm. Our theme will be “What do you see in the 
Mirror?”  All 6th-8th graders are invited to this evening of fun 
and fellowship!  We started the fall with a great Scavenger 
hunt—which was fun for all!  If you will be attending, contact 
the church office at 732-462-0234. 

�

��

CHAOS 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

During the month of November the 
Senior High Youth will meet every 
Sunday evening.  Our meetings are 

from 6pm-7:30pm—join us as we play some great games, 
discuss issues in light of our Christian faith and develop new 
friendships.  Friends are always welcome at the youth activi-
ties! 
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� � KOINONIA 

Our three Koinonia groups began meeting in October.  
They meet Monday evenings at 7:15pm at the Bowmans; 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30am in Rooms A & B at the 
church; and Wednesday evenings at 7pm at the Bowmans.   
These small groups meet for Bible study, prayer and fellow-
ship.  Contact Pastor Cindy if you are interested in partici-
pating. 

 

 

Music Notes  

Calling all kids!  This is to let you know that the 
Children's Choir will sing again on November 22 at 
the early service.  Rehearsals will be held after the 
late service on November 8 and November 
15.  Come make a joyful noise to the Lord - and 
have fun too! 

 

 Do you enjoy singing holiday music at church during Advent and 
Christmas?  The Chancel Choir is a great place to lend your tal-
ents during the holiday season.  Rehearsals on holiday service 
music will begin Thursday evening, October 22 at 7:30pm in the 
Sanctuary, and will continue through Advent and Christmas.  And 
if you enjoy hearing the handbells, try playing them too!  The Kirk 
Ringers rehearse Sundays at 12:15pm, after the late service.  No 
experience is necessary, just come and enjoy great music and 
great fellowship! 
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Once again we will be ordering Christmas wreaths from 
Mission at the Eastward (MATE) in Maine at $12 each.   
Beginning November 1, 2009, gently used clothes and small 
household items (pots, pans, dishes, towels, games, toys, 
etc.) may be left in marked bins in auditorium no later then 
Saturday, November 28, 2009, 12 Noon. 

Wreaths 

Order deadline is November 22, 2009 

To order, please fill out forms in Narthex or CE building and 
place in receptacles provided. 

Wreaths will be in the CE building on December 6. 

Additional information is available by contacting  

Jan Mundy 

732-462-9233 
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��������������Our congregation, or anyone who 
wants to support FPC can go to TGIF on Rte 
9 S in Freehold on any of the following desig-
nated nights.  Mention FPC to your server and 

20% of ALL pre-tax sales generated by your order will be do-
nated back to FPC’s Capital Campaign. 

The dates are Thursdays (between 5:00pm and 10:00pm)  

November  13 

  December   10 

Come have a great meal and support FPC at the same time.  
Tell your friends! 

�

� OTHER FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES 

-Scrip/Gift Cards.  Place an order by the first Sunday of the 
month for delivery the second Sunday of the  month.   Gift 
cards are available for many retailers including grocery 
stores and gas stations.   A percentage of every card is re-
turned to the church 

-Acme Receipts.  Save your Acme receipts and turn them 
in to the church; we receive 1% of the total. 

-WWW.goodsearch.com and www.goodshop.com.  Use 
these to search the internet and to make online purchases.   
Use First Presbyterian Church of Freehold as your bene-
factor.� 

Thank you for your generosity!�
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Would you be willing to assist our paid 
Childcare attendant in the nursery once 
every three months during a worship 
service?      

If this opportunity to care for the young 
children of our church family touches you, please contact 
Pastors Cindy or David at the Church office, 732-462-0234 
so that your name may be added to the list!  Thank you! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

If you are interested in being a part of the prayer shawl 
ministry, please let Lia Prendergast know 
(texgirl3@verizon.net). We need knitters and crocheters 
who are willing to share their skills to bring comfort to 
someone in our congregation. 

Yarn Is Needed  

If you have full skeins of yarn you aren’t going to use and 
would be willing to donate them to the prayer shawl 
ministry, please bring them to the church office. 

Church Room Use 

If you or your group wants to use any room, please check with 

the Church office and see if the room is available.   You will 
notice that there are signs outside of each room li sting the 
events for week.  We hope this will further help us  
coordinate the busy use of our buildings.       
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GIVE BY FAITH, GROW BY FAITH  

During October we have been involved with our Annual Steward-
ship Campaign, which has included the Stewardship Devotional, 
weekly presentations in worship, and the visit of Stu-bear to the 
Sunday School Classes. 

Being an active member of the church means being involved more 
than just an hour a week, giving more than just a small token of 
our assets, and serving others on occasion; membership is a 
COMMITMENT. 

This year we are asking you to make a commitment to: 

· Give by Faith:  recognize the gifts you’ve been given by God 

and respond gratefully and generously. 

· Grow by Faith: G-Gratitude, R-Relationship, O-Obedience,   W

-Willingness 

Give sacrificially from your assets.  In 2010, the budget will again 
include the $8300/month mortgage payments; your pledges will be 
used for the mission and ministry of the church, as well as the re-
payment of our debt.  We are strongly encouraging each house-
hold to consider increasing their pledge from last year by 5%.  
When you break that down, week by week, it is not as hard as it 
may seem. 

On Sunday, November 1 we will have a special celebration during 
worship, where you will be ask to return your pledge cards so that 
we as a church can continue to Grow in Christ’s love. 

Please prayerfully consider your commitments to the church  - may 
they be a true expression of your love for Christ’s church. 

If you did not receive a 2010 Pledge card and would like one, 
please contact the church office. 
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Presbyterian Women 

It's that time of year where you see con-
stant reminders to "give thanks." How-
ever, as Christians, we know that we 
need to give thanks each and every day 
and not just in November. Those of us in 

PW have much to be thankful for as we are blessed with a 
beautiful church to meet in, a congregation that encourages 
and supports us, and wonderful friends to join us on this 
journey.  If you would like more information on PW, please 
call Nancee Hanley @732-409-1124. 

 

In November, the circles will be meeting on the following 
days: 

Tuesday, November 10th 

Martha circle  1:00 pm   church 

Ruth circle  7:30 pm  Theresa Como's home 

  

Wednesday, November 11th 

Morning Glories circle  9:30 am  Marion Weber's home 

  

PW Coordinating Team will be meeting on Monday, Nov. 
9th 7:00 pm  



�!�

�

FALL CLEAN-UP DAY  

Bring your rakes and gloves, your 
leaf blowers and mulchers!  On Sat-
urday, November 21, 9am-noon, 
the Property Commission invites you 
to our Fall Clean-Up Day.  Help us 
prepare the grounds for winter, tidy 
up the church for the holidays, and 
finish odds and ends jobs!  Hope to 
see you then! 
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Amy Hartzell will once again be selling Christmas Orna-
ments to benefit the Mortgage Reduction Fund.  This year’s 
dated ornament will be a replica of the Rose Window on the 
front of the Sanctuary building.  The ornaments will be sold 
for $15 each.   Look for details to come on when they will 
be available!  Thank you Amy! 
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�CHURCH DECORATING 

MARK THE DATE: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22.  
THEN JOIN US AT NOON TO HELP 
DECORATE THE SANCTUARY FOR 
CHRISTMAS.  EVERYONE CAN HELP IN 
SOME WAY!  HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!  
THIS IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
CHILDREN TO BE INVOLVED IN! 
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Advent is coming soon and it also presents many 
opportunities to Invite-A-Friend to church and the many 
other church activities that will be occurring during this 
special time. 
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A MINUTE FOR OUTREACH--COMING SOON  

SAVE THE DATE..DEC. 20TH-Noon-3 pm  

An old fashioned Christmas carolling event-- 

�We'll have soup and sandwiches and then head off for some 
Christmas carolling at Applewood and around Freehold with 
big jugs of hot beverages!!  More to follow in December!!�
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Those Recently Prayed For During Worship  

Ken Van Norman; Mathew Pilla; Anne Kovacs; Manoma 
Smith; Kim White’s Mother, Betty Gigler; Larry Mora n; 
Jenn Kelly; Ryan Sahlin; Ed Hargis; Bart Seidel; Er ic 
Rice; The Jarosiewicz Family; Fred McDonald; Brenda  
Fitzgerald; Jan Bates; Katherine Thomson’s Family; 
Gloria Giurici; Samoan Islands, Indonesia and Italy ; 
those in the armed services; Jenn Kelly; Kevin and Ann 
Baer; Rose Rudderow’s mother, Bill Canning’s uncle;  
Women’s Retreat; Family Promise Guests; Jim Rolfe; 
June Trapani; Anita John; Hugh Oakley; Jessica Vigi ani; 
Betty Gigler; Carolyn Gritschki; Mickey McDonald’s 
sister; Karen Giurici’s great niece, Alexis; Prayer  Shawls 
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JOY, JOY,JOY,JOY 
African Children’s Choir; Start of Sunday School; Bob 
DiSogra’s 20th FPC Anniversary; Women’s Retreat 
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Adopt-A-Garden  

Thank you to Cheryl Quandt for donating pansies to our Garden. 
Also, Pastor David was kind enough to donate daffodils as well. 

Adopt-a-Bill  

Many thanks to Peggy Lettieri from the Finance Commission for 
donating  $10 to purchase envelopes. 
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“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.” ���������	
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���

�
Giving to the causes of God’s Kingdom is always a matter of the heart 
and is between the believer and God.  God desires a right attitude, not for 

us to feel coerced into giving. 

 Paul demonstrates two principles of giving in this verse.  First, 

what a person gives should be deliberate, a matter of thought and plan-

ning.  A  gift given on impulse may be regretted at a later time.  One might 

regret that he/she has committed too much and cannot keep his/her 

pledge.  On the other hand, had the giver planned properly, he/she might 

find he/she could have given more.  Deliberate planning will be helpful in 

deciding how liberal we should be in our gifts.  Secondly, the gift should 

be given freely, not grudgingly or out of necessity.  Any manner of unwill-

ingness spoils the act of giving.  We should give cheerfully, being glad we 

have the ability and an opportunity to give. 

 We are objects of God’s divine love and His unmerited favor.  We 

will never lose by doing that which pleases God.  The love and favor of 

God is better than anythingE*.*&�2%9*�%#)*29;�
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� ���� � September          Year-to-date  

Receipts       $28,251   $271,377 

Expenses        $37,272               $262,300  

Surplus/ (deficit)         (-$9021)                    $9,077   

Member giving is behind the budget for the year approximately 
$17000.   

Major expenses for the month included $8300 for mortgage, 
$3315 for utilities, $1000 for per capita, in addition to staff sala-
ries.  

f you have not yet paid your initial offering or your per capita, 
please do so at your earliest convenience.  Thank you for your 
generosity to First Presbyterian Church.  Let us continue to grow 
in Christ’s love as we give to His ministry. 
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