


PASTORS’ PONDERINGS

“Christmas won't be the same this year, we just don’'t have the
money.” “l don’t know how I'll get through the holidays—this sadness
seems so overwhelming.” “Church at this time of year just doesn’t do
anything for me anymore.”  You've heard people say these things—
or maybe even you yourself have spoken similar statements.

While there is absolutely nothing wrong about expressing your sad-
ness, your despair, your lack of joy or hope, the root of your situation
needs to be explored.

The celebration of the birth of Christ comes whether we have money
or not. God knew the depth of our need long before we were able to
express it. And in God's great wisdom, God gave us the gift which is
priceless—the gift of Jesus Christ. While THIS gift may not be the one
most of us are looking for, it is the one all of us need! And it comes
free of charge!
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This gift, the gift of Jesus Christ, was given for all \96041 tl{e,%r
time, but especially for the times when we feel over- \6@3 WA é(\
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whelmed by sadness and grief. The gift of Jesus /\I -
Christ is a sign to us that we are not alone, that the fos
darkness is not eternal, that beyond these days lies a x;’//’”‘f‘\&\
hope which sustains and comforts. /jﬁ@{g\:\)
Qandlt l?:”x,'"') \\@
And though you may feel like “church doesn’t do any- {m ‘ \‘QJC};
thing for you”, remember that church isn't about | \\\,,ﬂ\ \
you—its’ about coming together as the people of God \v\%)\/
to be reminded of our identity as Christians and to L,

offer ourselves to God in worship and service.

The star still shines—but you have to have the eyes of faith to see it.
It beckons us to come to Bethlehem, the place where we will meet
“God in the Flesh”, Emmanuel, Jesus Christ. And when you find Beth-
lehem don't be in a hurry to rush on by. Stay awhile. Rest from your
weariness. Hear the Angels sing. Offer your gifts. Feel the presence
of God. Like Mary, ponder all of these things and treasure them in
your heart.

Christ is Born!
Have a Blessed Advent and Christmas Season,

Pastors Cindy and David, Kathy, Jackson, Phil, AnnaLisa and Tom
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On Sunday, December 27 there will be one wor-
ship service at 9:30 am. Also, there will be no Sun-
day School that morning. Come worship with your
family in a very special Christmas celebration as
we retell the story “The Braids Girl” by Jack Can-
field.
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We have special invitations available in the lobbies of both
buildings for you to take along and share with others! We'd
like you to keep one and give away one to a friend, family
member, or co-worker and encourage them to join us for
worship and/or any of the special activities. Or better yet,
save the dates and give them both away! The invitation will
highlight Advent and list all our activities for the Advent and
Christmas season.

What better gift to give someone than the joy of Jesus
through worship or other opportunities this month!
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Once again you will have the op-

portunity to purchase a keepsake ornament to suppor t
the Mortgage Reduction Fund. This year’'s ornament is
a replica of our Rose Window, honoring our recentr  es-
toration project. The cost of the ornament is $15. Or-
naments will be available at the Cookie Sale on De cem-
ber 12th and beginning Sunday, December 13 in the
Narthex/Church lobby or through the church office.
Thank you again to Amy Hartzell for designing and
overseeing this project.

Any questions? See Amy Hartzell 732-901-8946



Saturday, December 12th
10:00am - 1:00pm

We will once again offer strictly home-
made Christmas Cookies for $10.00 per
pound. Cookies can be dropped off Fri-
day Dec. 11th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
in the kitchen or before 9:00 am on
Dec. 12th. The cookie sale will provide
funds for a new refrigerator for the
kitchen. We need lots of Bakers and
Buyers!!

Tell your friends & let's make this sale
the best cookie sale yet !
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Christmas Caroling-New Time 12 Noon

Sunday, December 20

O Come all ye faithful.... and join us for some squand sand-
wiches in the auditorium. After our bellies are ful we'll
"make merry" and car pool to Applewood and some ther
homes to bring cheer to some of our members who dbmet
out as much as they used to. (We're hoping to havenough
people to have two groups)

Please join us in spreading some joy on Sunday, ¢nber
20th at 12 noon. Sign up sheets are located in timarthex,
outside Rm. A-B and in the Christian Ed. building. See you
therel!



Presbyterian Women News

The ladies of Presbyterian Women will be celebrating Christ-
mas within their circles this month with luncheons and din-
ners. They graciously extend an invitation to all ladies of the
congregation who wish to join a circle to participate in one of
these gatherings. If you would like information about PW and
their circles, please contact Nancee Hanley @732-409-1124.

In December, the circles will meet on the followithays:
Tuesday, December 8ttMartha circle 3:00 p.m. Perkins restaurant
Ruth circlg:00 p.m. dinner at Lynn Como's home

Wednesday, December 9tiMorning Glories circle11:00 a.m

luncheon at Edith Bailey's leom

Once again, the PW Tea in a Basket was a huge success.
After expenses, we raised just under $700. This money will
allow us to continue to support such missions as Family
Promise, Open Door, and Wycliff Bible Translators. Thank
you to all who supported us once again. Whether you do-
nated an item for a basket, baked, or purchased a ticket bid,
we appreciate your generosity. We are truly blessed to have
such a supportive congregation and our ladies of PW again
outdid themselves. Thank you and God bless!
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On Sunday, December 20 at 9:30am in the auditorium, the
children and youth of the Sunday School program will have
a birthday party for Jesus, which will include games, music
and food! Each child/youth is asked to bring an unwrapped
gift for a baby (diapers, receiving blankets, wipes, etc.)
which will then be given to Madonna House. The Adult
Sunday School Class will meet in Rooms A & B that day.

Beginning Sunday, November 29, and running through De-
cember 20, the Adult Sunday School Class will be using a
study called “Prepare Ye”. During the class the adults will
examine the way we prepare for, experience and celebrate
the miracle of Christ’s birth. Starting on Sunday, January 3
we will begin a series called “An Ordinary Day with Jesus”,
which will equip us to embrace and recognize Jesus in
every day life. All adults are invited to join us at 9:30am
Sunday mornings in the Auditorium!

DS’
wIDS"CLy

Kids Club will not meet in December—children and their
families are encouraged to join us for Christmas Caroling at
noon on December 20! In January, Kids Club will meet on
Sunday, January 17, 3:30pm-5pm—stay tuned for more in-
formation!
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B.I.G.

Hey Middle School Youth (grades 6-8): Hope you'll  join
us on Sunday, December 6, 6pm-7:30pm for a time of
games, fellowship and lots of fun! Our topic for t he
evening will be “Make Up Your Own Mind”. How do
you make Decisions? RSVP to the church office by D  e-
cember 1.

On Sunday, January 3 6pm-7:30pm BIG will meet for a
“Progressive Video Night”. Come join us for a lot of
fun and learn something about our church members as
you video their answers and insights. We will need to
borrow several video cameras—Ilet Pastor Cindy know

if you can lend one. Church Members—watch out for
the knock on your door!

CHAOS, our Senior High Youth Group, will be meeting at
its normal time (6-7:30 pm) on Dec. 6, 13 and 20.. Look for
details about our upcoming activities!

Preparations are underway for the 2010 Mission Trip which
will be June 27-July 2 to York, Pennsylvania. This year 30
youth and adults will be going. Keep them in your prayers
as they begin to get ready for this adventure.
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Koinonia is a

Greek word

meaning fel-

lowship. If

you are look-
ing to commit yourself to a group where you can learn
about your Christian faith, get to know other Christians on a
deeper level and enjoy great fellowship, KOINONIA is for
you!

We presently have a Wednesday morning group
which meets weekly at the church from 9:30am-11:00am
and two evening groups which meet weekly on Mondays at
7:15pm and Wednesdays at 7pm at the Bowmans. Groups
will begin meeting again on Monday, January 18. The
Wednesday groups will begin a new study of Genesis in
January; the Monday group will continue their study of Co-
lossians.

Contact Pastor Cindy if interested in participating in
one of our groups.

MUSIC NOTES

It is with sadness that we announce the resignation
of our Director of Music, Jackson Borges, effective Decem-
ber 25; Jackson will be focusing his energies on his studies
and performance schedule. An extremely talented musi-
cian, Jackson will certainly go far in the years ahead.

In the interim, Robin Minden’s father, Dr. Gaylord French, a
retired Church music director, will be providing our music
for the 11am service and working with the chancel choir.
An Organist/Music Director search committee is in place
and has begun the process of interviewing; we will keep
you posted. The Search Committee is: Julie Heinsohn,
Jenn Kelly, Katie McCoy, Susan Beaton, Alan Bailey and
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HELP WANTED
DO YOU LOVE . ..

GAMES
KIDS
ADVENTURE
CRAFTS
FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE STORIES
SUMMER FUN
LAUGHING CHILDREN AND ADULTS!

The Christian Education Commission NEEDS
YOU! We need Vacation Bible School Co-
Directors for our 2010 Vacation Bible School to be
held next July!

Please Contact Tammy Ciok for more information.

WITHOUT YOU, WE CAN'T MAKE THIS
HAPPEN!
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

At their November 18th meeting the elders:

- Approved designation of the Christmas Eve loose offer-
ing: 25% to the Church World Service group for their
projects and 75% to Mortgage Reduction.

Celebrated the work of the Deacons and their delivery of
20 Thanksgiving bags to our home-bound members and
the sending of 20 care packages to our college stu-
dents.

Took time to reflect on all of the things that each of us
has to be thankful for.

Learned that member giving is still over $17,700 behind
for the year.

Heard an update on the Organist/Music Director search;
several candidates will be interviewed in the next sev-
eral weeks.

Learned that our Records books had gone through their
annual review at the Presbytery and that we were com-
mended for our “Worry” dinner earlier this year.

Heard from Christian Ed. Commission about an upcom-
ing workshop for youth and young adults and their par-
ents on “The Developing Brain and Implications of Be-
havior Patterns”. The Date of this program will be an-
nounced soon.

Learned about the Outreach Commission’s new projects
including handing out free newspapers with information
about our church tucked inside.

Heard that ticket sales for the Moscow Boys Choir con-
cert are slow.

Were reminded to turn off lights, lock doors and check
heat when leaving the buildings and the need to reserve
rooms for meetings through the church office.

14
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Isaiah 58 6-11

Nov 29 Last-Sunday-of-the-Month collection for Open Door.
Drop off your loose change or  your loose bills into the Mission Pots, for
Jesus’ sake.

Nov 29 — Dec 20 Christmas Giving Tree gifts accepted, wrapped, with tag
on outside

Nov 28, Dec 5, 19, 26 Day Laborer Breakfasts/Lunch es at our church
Dec 27 Mission Pot collection
Dec 29 Family Promise training/review

+4++++++++t A+

FOR ALL THE FOOD YOU GAVE
for OPEN DOOR’s THANKSGIVING
The food kept coming, piling high on and around the communion table!
What a great offering of love to our neighbors in need, in thanksgiving for
the love Jesus gave us.
n

&
COOKED & SERVED
for the DAY LABORERS’ BREAKFASTS & LUNCHES here on  Opening
Day, Nov 21
You made coffee & sliced up the donated breads; you emptied beans and
tomatoes and rice into the biggest pot we have; you served and cleaned

up, as loving servants of the Lord. Thank you for welcoming those who do
not have jobs or money for food.

FOR ALL THE FOOD YOU

15



FOR ALL THE CHANGE

YOU DROPPED INTO the MISSION POTS for Open Door , on the last
Sunday of each month.

We send a check every 2 months to Open Door, for food as well
as for family emergencies, like paying for medicines, utilities, or
to prevent evictions of our poorest neighbors.

n #

Training & Review

Just as people move in and out of our lives, so they move in and
out of our group of volunteers for Family Promise. They move,
they get sick, they get a different job, or a new baby etc. So we're
always on the lookout for new volunteers!

If you've not had a chance to be involved in this mission before,
please consider getting involved now for the New Year! You
don’t have to be a church member. You can participate with a
friend. You can make suggestions for improvements. But you do
have to be “trained”. Come & find out what it’s all about: how you
can be a blessing to homeless families, because you have been
blessed by the Lord.

Next training is Tues. Dec 29 at noon &/or 7pm. Lasts a mere

75 minutes. Light refreshments served. Call Sandra (732) 863-
7395 Thank You!
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We'll continue offering a free, simple breakfast & lunch in our
Auditorium until the end of December to those who are poor, cold
& jobless. As of January, the meals will be offered on Saturday
mornings at The Reformed Church, 67 W. Main Street until mid-
March. ( No meals will be served on Dec 12 in deference to our
annual Cookie Sale.)

Volunteers are needed every Saturday to collect & put out
breakfast donations; to make coffee, sandwiches & soup; to
serve & clean up. If you can help or donate food, call me to get

on the schedule: 7-10am or 10-1pm Sandra (732) 863-
7395
“Love one another as | have loved you” John 15.12

( )

Hey! Have you heard about Rita Johns* yet? She’s the mis-
sion co-worker that we're supporting from our church budget for
2009-2010.

She is in Central Asia - working among the poor, in a harsh climate,
among people who are ethnic Muslims, and a repressive political sys-
tem. Her work involves Women’s & Children’s issues, Health & Nutri-
tion, Community development & Education. The work is danger-
ous....PLEASE remember RITA inyour PRAYERS

She has asked us for prayers: for the people to have
enough food for the winter; for the area to be protected
from interference from the Taliban; for guidance for her,
as she assumes control of Central Asia, in her supervi-
sor’'s absence.

Her name is altered for reasons of security, as requested by
PC(USA)
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News for December 2009 - January 2010

SUPPORT FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES
Can you believe it? It's Advent already. Let's share the Father’s love with home-
less families.

Family Promise and the New Jersey Nets will be co-sponsoring a “Holiday Gifts for
Homeless Kids” Night on Wednesday, December 16 " at the 1ZOD Center. Attend-
ing fans may bring a new, unwrapped toy to donate and, in return, will receive a
voucher, good for a future game.

Another way to show your support is to do your holiday shopping online at
iGive.com. With every transaction, a portion goes to benefit Family Promise.

Of course you can always make a donation through our church’s Christmas Memo-
rials program for Family Promise of Monmouth County in memory of a loved one or
to honor someone special.

VERY HAPPY NEWS!

Chuck, Kelly and Travis have moved into their own apartment at last. They have
expressed their gratefulness to all the volunteers who have been so supportive of
them during their stay at Family Promise. Their plan is to become volunteers at
Family Promise once back on their feet! Praise God!

Chester and Shannon are making steady recoveries at Jersey Shore Medical Cen-
ter, following their car accident several weeks ago.

NEXT HOSTING

Why not start the New Year off right? Our next hosting session will take place
January 3 ™-10". You could be part of that! No doubt we'll have a few new families
by then. Check out your calendar for the December 29 training (noon &/or 7pm)
and get involved in this mission to families without homes.

If you would like to purchase a grab bag gift for one of the guests, | can make sug-
gestions. We'd like to host a New Year Party for them, and a small inexpensive gift
would make their New Year a bit brighter. As well, when you’re picking up stocking
stuffers, remember to pick up something for the Wishing Well Boxes, available mid
December — hygiene items or twin sized cotton blanket.

In this season of giving, when the homeless’ need is most felt, may we remember
the One who came wrapped as a tiny present for all the world. May we be so moved
to share our time, talents and gifts as if they were for the Prince of Peace Himself.
May your Season be filled with love, peace and joy. Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.

Yours in Christ’s love and service,
Diane Canto

“You are the salt of the earth...You are the light of the world...Live so that the world
will see the good things you do and will praise your Father in heaven.” Matt 5:13-16
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ADOPT-A-BILL

Thank you for your continued generosity via the Adopt-a-Bill
program. Many items and services, such as office paper,
stamps, a rug for the auditorium, choir music, Sunday
School Supplies, Friendship pads, and more have been
purchased because of your extra giving.

New items are placed on the
Adopt-a-Bill board in the Church
Lobby/Narthex weekly. So
please check the updated
board. THANK YOU!

FPC ONLINE CONNECTIONS

Do you know there are several ways to connect with our
church family via the computer?

www.fpcfreehold.org is our church website, maintained by
Doug McCoy. The website contains the monthly calendar,
upcoming events, photos, and more!

Weekly Updates is a mid-week e-mail sent to those inter-
ested in upcoming activities and events in the church. To
be added to the list, send your email address to up-
date@fpcfreehold.org (Pastor David) Your email address is
never shared with others.

Thought for The Day - emailed weekdays by the Pastors.

To receive these emails, send your email address to up-
date@fpcfreehold.org.
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Are You Christmas shopping on line this Year?

First Presbyterian Church can earn a donation every time you
search the Internet and shop online!!' Www.goodsearch.com

Search the Web with Yahoo-powered GoodSearch.com and
they’ll donate a penny to our church each time you search.

Shop at more than 600 www. GoodShop.com merchants in-
cluding Amazon, Best Buy and Toys R Us, and others and a
percentage of each purchase will be donated to the First Pres-
byterian Church mortgage reduction fund. Type in First Pres-
byterian Church of Freehold as your charity.

You can use Scrip/Gift Cards to pay for your purchases, thus
doubling our proceeds. Place an order by the first Sunday of
the month for delivery the second Sunday of the month. Gift
cards are available for many retailers including grocery stores
and gas stations. A percentage of every card is returned to
the church. Order forms are available in the narthex/church
lobby.
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Memorial Fund Giving Opportunities

During the Christmas Season, you have the opportunity to
give to our designated Memorial Funds, instead of or in ad-
dition to purchasing poinsettias. These funds include mon-
ies for mortgage reduction, special music, Christian Educa-
tion, mission, and outreach. They are listed on the Poinset-
tia order form. Your generous contributions to these funds
allows the church to complete special projects and provide
additional opportunities. Poinsettia/Christmas Memorial
Forms will be available in the Church office and in the Lob-
bies of both buildings. THANK YOU!

PROPERTY CLEAN UP DAY

Clean up day for the Property Com-
mission has been rescheduled for
Saturday, December 5, 9am-noon.
Bring your shovels, rakes, wheelbar-
rows—come for an hour or all morn-
ing. Among the projects will be put-
ting mulch on our flower beds, raking
leaves, cleaning gutters, wiping down
windowsills. Hope to see you then!
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2010 OFFERING ENVELOPES

Your 2010 Offering Envelopes will be available in the
church narthex/lobby in December. Please pick up your
box so that we can save on the expense of mailing it.
Thank you!

ANNUAL YEAR END
REPORT REMINDER

All Commission Chairs and organizational leaders should
have their annual reports in to the church office by Sunday,
December 27. These reports are needed so that we can
prepare the Annual Report for our Congregational Meeting.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

On Sunday, January 24, immediately following the 1lam
Worship service, we will hold our Annual Congregational
Meeting for the purpose of hearing reports from the Com-
missions and organizations of the church, approving the
Co-Pastors Terms of call and receiving the 2010 budget.
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/ PRAYER SHAWL
4{ MINISTRY

N7
(%\ Six prayer shawls have already

€ / been shared with members and
friends of our congregation. . . How-
ever more can always be used.

Here’s how you can help:

If you knit or crochet, get information from Lia Prender-
gast about how to make the shawls. Lia can be reached at
732-294-8953.

Provide Yarn: if you have yarn (at least 2 skeins of the
same kind—4 preferred) and would be willing to donate it to
the Prayer Shawl Ministry, please bring it to the church of-
fice.

Tie a prayer knot: once the shawls are completed,
they are placed in the Narthex. Take a moment to tie a
knot on the fringe of the shawl and say a prayer of blessing
and comfort for the recipient.

Thank you to all who participate in this wonderful ministry!

CHRISTMAS MAGNETS

The Christian Outreach Commission will again be selling
Magnets—two styles. The smaller style will cost $1 and the
large one will be $2.

They will be on sale Sundays before and after worship in
the narthex and at the coffee corner in the Christian Educa-
tion building. We will also be selling at the cookie sale
Dec.12th. Thank you for supporting us. All sales benefits
outreach projects.
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Finance Update

October
Receipts: $36,274
Expenses: $33,959
Surplus/ $ 2,315

Member giving is still over $17,700 BEHIND for the yvear!

Major expenditures this month included $2626 for ut lities,
$14,000 for personnel, $8400 for mortgage, and $100 O for
our per capita to the Presbytery.

Thank you for your generosity! Please continue to keep
your pledges and contributions up to date.

YEAR END OFFERINGS

In order to make sure your pledge/offering is inclu ded on
your 2009 Giving Statement, all monies must be rece ived at
the church on or before December 31, 2009. Otherwis e, it
will not be included on this year’s giving record. Thank you.
If you have any questions, please contact Financial secre-
tary, Polly Hartzell at 732-901-8946.

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE CARDS

Our Stewardship Campaign for 2010 is nearing completion.
If you have not returned your Pledge Card, please e  i-
ther_place it in_the offering plate during worship on
Sunday, or mail it to the Church office as soon as pos-
sible. _ If you have not received a pledge card, please con-
tact the church office. Extra pledge cards are also available
in the lobby of the church buildings. We are grateful for
your contributions to the mission and ministry of First Pres-
byterian. Thank you!
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Diane Rathschmidt would like to extend her gratitude for all the
kind words, calls and notes she received while in the hospital and
recovering at home.

Dear Friends,
I'm home and feeling good. The Rehab was extremely helpful.
My gracious thank you for your prayers, visits, calls and the
beautiful bouquet of flowers.

Sincerely with love,

Lorraine Post

To Our Church Family,

It is difficult to express how deeply touched our family has been
by the outpouring of Christian love we have received from our
FPC family. There was not a day that went by during Jim's illness
that our church family didn't reach out to us multiple times a day.
Through phone calls, cards, flowers, meals, desserts, hugs, hos-
pital visitations and most importantly all your prayers; prayers
that were answered, for Jim did pass with knowing the peace and
comfort of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

A special thank-you to Pastor Cindy for her heart felt counseling
to the entire family during this difficult month. To Pastor Phil for
the Sunday hospital visits that brought clarity and acceptance to
Jim of his future with the Lord. To Marie Schlechtweg and all the
volunteers who took time out of their day to cook, bak and serve
our family at the funeral luncheon. What a Blessed Christian
Hospitality Ministry you all serve. It made a difficult day bearable.
Thank you FPC, we are so proud to be part of this family. May
God Bless you all, Valentine Rolfe and Wendy Jaghab.
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Those we have prayed for during Worship..: Ken
Van Norman; Anne Kovacs; Manona Smith; Ed Hargisy J
Rolfe; Diane Rathschmidt; Betty Gigler; Marty FitHoward
Whitehill, William Malinka Family; Ryan Sahlin; Ha¢r Ed
Hines’ Family and Congregation; Bailey Family; Juhepani;
Gary Roman; Anita John, Mark Maury; Rolfe FamilyrEHood
and Orlando tragedies; Peggy Lettieri; Robin Buisige
granddaughter, Peyton; Jackson Borges; Fred Sceister,
Lucille; Mary Jane Schaeffer's daughter—in-law'segmancy;
Nash'’s friend, Gus Rubinacci

Joys: Giurici’s 20th Wedding Anniversary; Lorraine Postsi
Home; Pre-K class participating; Diane Rathschmidtilex
Mozingo; Allison Haynes

Our prayers and sympathy are extended to ValeRoife on the death
of her husband and to Wendy Jaghab on the deatierofather, Jim
Rolfe on Tuesday, November 3, 2009.
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Sadly, we lost another member of our Church. We held a luncheon for
the family and friends of Jim Rolfe.
| cannot say enough about our Church Members. Whenever | need
help, you are more than willing to come to my aid. As ever, the food
was incredible and plentiful. | needed five people to help me set up,
serve and clean up, but of course more were there to do whatever was
needed.
Thanks to one and all.

Marie Schlechtweg
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